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a forſooth the denyal of 
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Spirits and God did nteeſſartly follorp 


the dernydl of Witches : An Errowr fo 
groſs; that it doth 10t deſerve 2 cons 
futation, * This T am fure of, that the 
affrmers of Witchcraft , may more 
juftly be accounted Heathens, than the 
deniers of it Atheiſts 3 In recard their 
0p1n10#, doth neceſſarily inf er plaralis 
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ty of Gods, by attributing omnipotent ; 
eds to. more than one. And truely | 


thoſe effeFs of Witchcraft are Fl ri- | 
e 


diculouſfty abſurd, and ſome of them ſo 
impoſſuble for all the Devils in Hell to 


compaſs, that 'tis —— they are © 


partly founded in miſtaken interpreta- 
tions of Scripture, partly in the kna- 


viſh and gainful impoſtures of ſome 


men,partly inthe vain fooliſh creaulity 


and frightful fancies of other men. All | 


which I hope-to make appear in this fol- 
lowing diſcourſe : ſo that the Reader 
may plainly perceive, that although I 
readily grant and acknowledge Spirits, 
there is no ſuch need TI ſhould grant 
their contraF#s with men and women. 
For theſe contra#s being not to be 
known, but by their effes, I ſee no 
reaſon to acknowledge them, unleſs any 
one will undertake to give a good ac- 
count of their effets : Which as yet 
T ſee no. one hath done , neither from 
Scripture , nor Hiſtory ,, nor ſolid 
reaſon : for IT do not at all value 
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| PREFACE. 
d A conſidered. 


! JF Have often read over, and duly 
L conſidered that Treatiſe of mine, 
£. which oppoſeth the abſarrd opinion 
: of Witchcraft. Nor do 7 find 
any reaſon at all, to repent of what 
! I have written, but to rejoyce in it 
3 rather. For if the life of mar” be 
* pretious, 4s without doubt it is ; then 
5 it cannot be labour in vain, to endea- : 
$ wour the ſaving of innocent perſons, 
from torture and death it ſelf - eſpeci- 
ally by ſuch means, as are agreeable to 
the Scriptures, and in no wiſe contra- 
riant to Church or State; Indeed the 
Aſertors of Witcheraft do frequently 
A 3 obje# 
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objed _ no thoſe that deny | 
2. But T am ſtill of 0 f opinion, that "ap F. 
a ridiculous ſlander. is not worthy to ? 
be anſwered : as alſo that it is no ſlan- 
der, but areal truth, to charge their 0- 
pinion with the ſavonr of Heatheniſm, 
| which I ſhall thus ſyllogiftically make #) 
A appear : 


That opinion which introduceM 
wh Gods. then one , fs Heathes © 
niſh, \ 

— epinies ” Witchcraft / 

-» doth 7 - th aiege moxe Gods than 
> Lay 4 opinion of Witch- 
; crafts Heatheniſh. _ | 

1 That qpinion. which ſuppoſeth | 

many Onemipotents and many. On | 

A of jeuts ,, doth introduce more 
the ve... 

vt 0 Bott be.opinicg of, Wirchraft 
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craft doth introduce m20re Gods 


h | than one. 
fo 1 That opinion which ſuppoſeth 
;= * the Devil can create, transform, 
p raiſe the dead, and propheſic of fu- 
,, | _ turecontingents, doth ſuppoſe ma- of 
e # ny Omnipotents, and many Ons N 
; niſcients. 
: But the opinion of Witchcraft 
} doth ſuppoſe the Devil can create, 
= transform, raiſe the dead, and 


” Ppropheſie of future contingents. 
= Therefore the opinion of Witch» 
A" craft doth ſuppoſe many Ommipo- 

's tents and Omniſcients. 

i To the major 1 know not what can 

: be anſwered, nnleſs ary one ſhould be 
3 ſo fooliſh as toſay, that the Devil doth 
3 theſe things only by Gods permiſſion, 
and conſequently is not equal unto hint, 
= As if any one could do a thing beyond 
& hs power,thoueh permitted by another 
who hathpower ſufficient.Canachild lift 
up from the ground a buſhel of corn, 
thouch a ſtrong "an who js able to ds 
A 4. 74 
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it himſelf, ſhould ſtand by and permit | 
him to do it £ Or do we think, that 
the Prophets and Apoſtles in their mi- | 
raculons works, did af things beyond © 
humane power by Gods permiſſion e * 
Nay rather *twas God himſelf that a&- 
ed, but only was pleaſed to make uſe of 


ſuch times, when the Prophets and 4- 


poſtles either lifted up their hands, or 
made uſe of any other ations, as ſigns 
wnto the ſtanders by. So that to me 
it ſeems plain, that if Witches can cre- 
ate, transform, raiſe the dead, and 
propheſie of future contingents 5 ei- 
ther God muſt do it for them, which is 
too great an aſperſion 0n the Divine 
goodneſs : or the Devil muſt, which 
is too great an exaltation of a Crea- 
tures knowledge and power. 

The Major being firm there is no 
way left for the Aſſertors of Wiutch- 
craft, but to deny the Minor, or elſe 
to give up the Cauſe, The Minor 1 
know there are thoſe that deny : where- 
in obſerve how unreaſonable and un- 
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The Preface. 
juſt ſuch men are, When they talk 
J againſt thoſe that deny Witches, they 
cry up the conſent of all ages in affirm- 
* ing them, But T pray you what hind 
of Witch 3s it, that hath been believed 
in all azes 2 Not ſuch a one as this 
or that private man, may fancy or de- 
fine in his own imagination; but ſuch 
#4 2 one, as was thought ts be able to per- 
form by the help of the Devil , thoſe 
wonderful things mentioned in the 
Minor propoſition. And that this is 
true; I appeal unto the Scripture, un- 
to the antient Poets, unto Eccleſtaſti- 
cal Hiſtory, unto the cuſtomes and 
manners of our preſent age. As for 
the Scripture, The ſtories of Pharoahs 
Magicians, and the Witch of Endor, 
are ſufficient to my purpoſe. For in theſe 
places the Scripture ſpeaks according to 
the vulgar apprehenſton or opinion of 
thoſe times. As for the Poegs my 
own quotations out of them do 
plainly diſcover, what was the opinio: 
oftheir ages. From them if we cometo 
Eccleſraſtical Hiſtory , 1 might fill a 
volume 
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volume _— of my Aſſertion;but | 


ſhall at preſent only refer the Reader 


to the Eighteenth Book, of Auguſtin Þ 


de Civitate Dei, and the Eighteemh 
Chapter of that Book; where he ſhall 
find it was commonly believed in Italy, 


that certain women ( whom Saint Au- * 
guſtin calls Mulieres ſtabulariz ) |, 


could turn men into beaſts, Some 


hundred of years after, about the time 
of our Edward the Confeſſor, or Wil- 
liam the Conqueror , Peter Damian 
an eminent Church-man,took the pains 
fo convince Pope Leo, that 'twas poſ- 
feble for women to do ſuch things, u- 
feng for his Argument, the appearing of 
Fauſtimanus 72 the ſhape of Simon 
Magus: The occaſton of Pope Leo's 
doubt was, the report of two women in 
his time.that kept an Inn in the way to 
Rome, and were wont to turn their 
gneſts into beaſts. that they might ſel! 
them for profit. Tou may read this 
pleaſant ſtoryin William of Malmeſ- 
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The Preface; 
#1;b. 2. cap. 10. aud ir Fulgoſus de 
g dictis & factis memorabilibus , /;b. 
£9. cap. Il, But now 4s towhat con- 
” cerns Our preſent age, (ct every one 
PU conſult his own breaſt, and his own 
' + memory then let him tell me whe- 
- 7 ther the raiſing of dead mens ghoſts 
by Conjurers, the turning of women 
e | into cats, aid their being hunted in 
bs © the ſhape of Haves, to mention 0 more 
as : of this traſh, be not things COmmone 
'Ki believed to this day : nay, do not 
| our very Nurſes tell us, and have we 
* not heard from our Mothers maids 
4 ſuch ſtories as theſe ? Inſommech that 
they are mineled ( if T may ſo ſay ) 
! with our milk,, and we are nou-. 
| riſht up in ridiculous lyes and fan- 
| C7CS, 
Theſe . things beine fo, T ſhall not 
p value what this or that pravate per= 
z ſon takes a Witch to be but bold- 
1 ly,yet not without reaſon,conclude,that 
| the notion of a Witch, as it hath 
been taken in all ages, is eronnded on 
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ſuch ſtrange aF1ons or effeÞs, that it 
plainly appears to be heatheniſh , nay 
more, to be taken out of the very dregs 


of  —_ I mean the vulgar be- * 
zeſ. 4 
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CHAP. I. 


4 That the Bible hath been falſly tranſla- 
* ted in thoſe places which ſpeak, of 
* Witchcraft. 


=== Hat abſolute and unlimited 
[oe power, with which the 
TE Eaftern Nations were al- 
= Wayes govern'd, did re- 
quire not only the force of _—_ 
ut 


23 The Nueſtion of 
but the craft alſo and-tricks-of ſu- 
perſtition 'to uphold 1t : Nor- in- 
deed were ſtanding Armies of great- 
er uſc unto the Oriental Monarchs, 
for keeping of their poop ln awe, 
then ok ek and Priefts, and the 
various impoſtures uſed by them : 
So yarious, that to enumerate e- 
very particular way. of delnfion, in-| 
Gſted on bythe Heathen Prieſts of! 
old, is 2 very difficult, task to per-} 
form. Wherefore mregardit belongs 
unto my preſent purpoſe and de-} 
ſign, to treat of them only ſo far as 
they comprehend all that notion of 
a Witch , which may he found in] 

Scripture; Iſhall inotder thereun- 
to, reduce ther into theſe'four'ge- 
neral Heads of Juggling, Þtbanting. 
ConjeGuring, Divining. 
© Fueglers were (uch as Performed 
ſtrange things 1n. the fight of the 
common people, to their admirati- 
on andaſtonithment. This they did, 
either by Leger de maine, that 1s, 

{light 
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Witchcraft debated. 3 
ſlight of hand z or clſe by Magick, 
1 that is skill in Natural Philoſophy 5 
tj or laſtly by a Familiar, that 1s, a 
s,| confederated ' mage privy to the 
- & plot, and aftiftant to the pertfor- 
e& MANCE. 

_ TInchanters, were ſuch as with 
..F charms or certain compoſures and 
\.& ſet forms of words, did pretend 
f#$ by vertue thereof, to bled and to 
.F curſe, to do good and to do hurt, 
| unto the parties for whom thoſe 
'# charms. were made... Now theſe 
| two ſorts of Impoſtours may not 
{| unaptly be called , the counterfeit 
1 A2racle-mongers of the Heathens, 
.& as the other two that follow may 
8 juſtly be called their falſe Pro- 
; phets, | 3 
"8 - Conje@nrers, in their gueſling at #4 
1F the event of future things, made > 
. uſe of Rules, drawnfrom their own 
.F or other mens obſervations ,, as 
bout the Stars, about the Fowls of 
the Air, about the entrals of fa- 


- - 


” +42 The Nueſtionof 


crificed Beaſts, and about many o- 
ther- things needlefſe here to be 
reckoned up. 

Dijviners, whom T here call ſo by 
way of eminence, and of diſtinction 
from ConjeFurers ( not ignorant that 
Divining taken in a general ſenſe, 
doth comprehend ConjeFuringallo 3 
I fay Diviners ) pretended to a high- 
er and more infallible kind of Pro- 
Ppheſie, receiving forſooth, their Re- 
velations from ſome Divinity or o- 
ther ; Either from a God, or from 


a Dzmon, or from the Spirit of a | 


man departed. 

Thus did the Heathen Prieſts, 
with ſubtle and (ly inventions,mag- 
nifie the power of their Idol Gods, 
and ſeduce the fooliſh people to 
Idolatry. Wherefore theſe impo- 
ſtures were ſo hatcful in the fight 
of God, that the 1ſjraclites are of- 
ten in the 1Moſaical Law forewarned 
from them 3 as being thoſe very a- 


bominations, for which the Lord 
did 


pain, at, A Hy an jd nd 


bond 
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did caſt their enemies out of thae 
Land which they were to inherit. 
But above all places, the Eighteenth 
Chapter of Denteronomy is moſt re- 
markable, I mean the ninth, tenth, 
eleventh and twelfth Verſes of that 
Chapter, which in our Engliſh Tran- 
ſlations runs thus. 

When thou art come into the Land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
thou ſhalt not learn to do after the a- 
bomination of thoſe Nations. 

There ſhall not be found an;ong.you 
any one that maketh his . Son or his 
Daughter to paſs through the fire, or 
that uſeth Divinations, er an Obſer- 
ver of times, or an Inchanter, or a 
Witch. "3 


Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with 
familiar Spirits, or 4 Wizard, or a 
Netromancer. | 

For all that do theſe things are am 
abomination unto the Lord; and be- 
canſe of theſe abominations, the Ln 
| B ' thy 


3 The Nueftton of 
thy God ſhall drive them out from be 
fore thee. | 
Now this place in Denteronomy, is 
therefore highly to be confidered as 
to my preſent purpoſe, in regard 
there is not a word in the Bible j 
importing Witchcraft, it any other | 
- ſenſe than the words of the Tenth 
and Eleventh Verſes do.  Where- # 
fore if we confider things aright, F 
Witchcraft 1s not to be found in | 
Scripture, this being the true tran- | 
{lation of thoſe two Verſes. | 

Let there not be found among you | 
anyone that maketh his Son or his | 
Daxghter paſs through the ſire, or that * 
ſeth Divinetions, or a Star-gazer, Þ 
or a ConjeFurer, or a Miracle-mon- % 
Ser. oy 2 | 

Or an Inchanter, or a ſeeker of an 
Oracle, or a Wizard, or a Necroman- 
cer. 

Here are to be ſeen three notori- Y 
ous miſtakes of our Engliſh Tran- 
{latours. The firſt is their calling a 

M Cone 


ConjeFurer an Tnchanter, Which 


why they ſhould I cannot at all ima- 
ginc, there being not the leaſt hint 


$ of ſuch afignification in the Hebrew 
2 word tinzn Far better was it ' ren- 


dred in the old Tranſlation, « re- 
garder of the flying of Fowls , for 


that is truth, although it be not all 
the truth : The flight of Fowls be- 


* ing but one way of many, which 


{ Conjetnrers made uſe of. Where- 


as on the contrary to call a Conjedw- 


8 rer an Inchanter, hath not the leaſt 
# ſpark of truth in it : An Incharter 
& being the ſame with a Charmer ; 

| which follows in the next Verſe, 6 
© is in the Hebrew Tn a word de-- 


rived from -51n to ſpeak, pronounce 
or declares and not from the ſame 
word, as it ſignifies to joyn to, or 
be in leagne with ; from whence 
ſome fondly imagine, that an 7x- 
chanter 1s one, who hath a league 
with the Devil. 
The ſecond miſtake of our 
- B 9 Tran- 
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Tranſlatours is, their calling a 
Moracle-monger 4 Witch, The He- 
brew word is UID, which the Sep- 
tuagint renders by the Greek word 
gdprax©, meaning an impoltour, not 

yſoner : For it is ridiculous to. 
think, that Pharaohs Magicians , | 
Jezabel the Queen, and King A4a- 
zaſſes, did exerciſe the Art of poy- Þ 
ſoning. Thus in the Eighteenth F 
Chapter of the Revelations and i 
the Twenty third 'Verſe ; The # 
word gdpweuie is neither taken for 
Witchcraft, nor poyſon , but for 3 
impoſtures : Though our Tranſla- | 
tours have rendred it Witchcraf?, * 
Now theſe Miracle-mongers, or Jug- | 
gling workers of counterfeit mira- | 
cles are therefore ſo ſeverely prohi- | 
bited in the Law of 24oſes, becauſe | 
they acted ſtrange things in the fight Þ 
of the'people, to confirm them in 
falſe Religions. Hence it is, thatin 
the Old Teſtament, where mention 
ts made of Idolatry, you. ſhall fre- 
quently 
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quently- meet with Miracle-mon- 
gers and Southſayers coupled tOge- 
». & ther.For the Prieſts of an Idol would 
d KF commonly advance its reputation, 
by counterfeiting the gifts of Pro- 
o & pheſying and working Miracles 
S pretendedly received from that 
. & God, to whoſe honour the Idol 
. & was eredted. Norlet any one think 
þ # that for the performance of theſe 
1 connterfeit-Miracles, they ſtood 
a & 1m need of the Devils afliſtance, for 
r & what they performed, either ex- 
r 2 ceeded not the compaſs of humane 
. # Art, although miraculous in the eyes 
 & of the Vulgar : Or if it did, then 
> it was not really performed, but a 
= meer J»gglingimpoſture. Such kind 
$ of Jugglers were thoſe, who ſtood 

before Pharaoh in oppoſition to 
. & Moſes and Aaron, For whoſoever 
, & believes that Pharaoh's Magicians 
| 
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could by the help of Devils turnin 
an inſtant a ſtick into a'Serpent, he 
doth aſcribe unto the Devil an om- 

B 3 nipotent 
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nipotent creating power , equal 
unto his who did but ſay, let fuch 
a thing be, and it was ſo. St. Augs- 
ize I confeſs doth ſeem to endea- 
vour the evading of this objecti- | 
on by laying down for a maxime, 
That in the Elements do ſecretly | 
lye hid the ſeeds of all bodies, which 
when they meet with convenient 
Opportunities, do put forth them- F 
ſelves and ariſe unto the juſt | 
bounds and figures, due unto their | 
reſpective ſpecies. From hence he | 
doth infer that the Devil in turn- { 
ing the Magicians Rods into Ser- | 
ts, did not create thoſe Serpents, | 
cauſe he produced them out of | 
their feeds, But by St. Augnſtin's | 
leave, though I ſhould grant 
him, that the ſeed of a Serpent is in 
a ſtick , yet I would never grant } 
him, that the 2dagicians could fo | 
ſuddenly bring forth this ſeed into |} 
act, for the production of aSerpent. 
"Tis true, that men by their well _ 
cr 
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dering the ſeeds of Plants, may haſt- 
en the generation of ſuch Plants,and 
the ripening of their fruits. They 


may alſo by putting Eggs into Ca- 


| els dung .procure the generation 


of Chickens, Wherefore 'tis pro- 
bable that Devils being more skil- 
ful than men, may ſtrangely pro- 
mote the generation of ſeveral 


© creatures, beyond any humane 
# Art. But yet neither men nor De- 
& vils, in regard they act theſe things 
s by the application of Matter to 
$ Matter , can produce any creature 
Y out of its ſeed, 

# rable ſpace of time. No, they muſt 
Z attend the Laws of Matter , and 
{ wait upon Dame Natures leiſure; 


without a conſide- 


there being many ſucceſſive altera- 
tions required in ſeed, before it can 
come tobe the Exzbryo of a creature, 
and many alſo muſt afterwards fol- 
low, before that Exibryo can arrive 
to a, perfect ſhape. Now . many 
perceiving how difficult it 1s to, at- 
| yp = 
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firm, that the Magicians ſtaffs were 
turned ' into Serpents 3 they affirm 
that it was not _ done , but 
ſeemingly fo, by a deluding Jug- 
ling trick of the Devil, who mignt 
conveigh the ſtaffs away , and ſhp 
Serpents intheir place. Toall ſuch 
as theſe I anſwer, that if they once 
recede from the letter of the Text, 
and fay, it was a Juggle of the 


fe 


Devil, I may as well fay, it was a # 
Juggle meerly of the Magicians * 
themſelves, who did it by 
their {ly and ſecret tricks, as the 
Hebrew word erwha fignifies , i 
which our Tranſlators have ren- 
dered, by their Inchantments, Nor |* 
let any one wonder that the Scrip- i 
ture ſhould ſay, the Magicians | 
ſtaffs were turned into Serpents , 
in regard the Scripture ſpeaks only 
according to the deceived appre- | 
henfion of the ſtanders by. Juſt ſo 
in the caſe of Same! raiſed by the 
Witch of Endor, it ſpeaks according 
| | to 
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to the deceived appehenſions of Sat 


and his followers : For neither that 
woman, nor all the Devils m Hel 


z- M could raiſe Sammel, who had been 
it & dead and buried almoſt two years. 
Þ & As for thoſe who fancy that God 
h & did then raiſe Samwel ; *tis a very 
e © likely thingindeed,that God ſhould 
t, & refuſe to anſwer Saul, when he 


z conſulted him in wayes appointed 
s by himſelf, and yet ſhould anſwer 
3 him when he conſulted m a for- 
2 bidden way. Beſides, if Samwel had 
2 been raiſed by God, no doubt he 
2 would never have ſaid unto Saxl 
= hy haſt thou diſquieted me ? for 
2 1t would have been no diſquiet 
- & nor trouble unto -him , to come 
* & upon Gods Errand, Some there 
, & are who will needs have it to be 
 X the Devil inthe likeneſs of Sazzel, 
& becauſe- Sarls death was Yorctold. 
To this T anſwer, that 'twas the wo- 
man her ſelf, or a perſon confedera- 
ted with her,who ſpake'it at a-vep- 
rure 
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ture, knowing that Sau! was going 


to _ : But as for the certainty of 
his 


eath, it could not have been 
foretold by the Devil himfelk. 

The third errour of our Tran- 
flatours is, their miſtaking a con- 
ſfulter with Oracles or falſe Pro- 
phets, fora conſulter with familiar 
ſpirits The Hebrew words are 
exit M8 Which word 0b fignifles 
1 Scripture, ſometimes the gift of 


Oracling, and ſometimes the perſon | 
that hath fuch a gift. It ſignifies al- | 
ſo a bottle, or hollow Vellel, and ? 


from this ſignification, I ſuppoſe the 
other came. For it 1s certain that 
Oraclers , when they pronounced 
their Oracles, did uſe to counter- 
feit ſtrange kind of voices, that they 
might ſeem not to be humane. To 


this purpoſe 'tis not unlikely, that F 


they made uſe- of a bottle, or 
trunk, or-ſome other hollow veſlel, 
which they ſpake through, where- 
by their voices muſt needs be very 


much 
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much altered , eſpecially if they 
were im a cave or room under 
2 | ground , when they made anſwer 

to enquiries, Theſe kind of cheat- 
- © ing tricks are plainly alluded unto 


- © by the Prophet 7aiah, in theſe + 
- & words; And thy woice ſhall be as 
r 8 of ax Oracler out of the earth, and 
e fl thy ſpeech ſhall peep ont of the duſt. 
S & Here I ſuppoſe, the Prophet chietly 
f Þ alludes unto the Necromantick Orae 


cler, or one that pretended to con- 
$ ſult with the dead : Who him- 
2 ſelf or his confederate, did therefore 
counterfeit a voyce, like the peip- 
ing of a Chicken, that 1t might 
the more plauſibly ſeem to be the 
{mall voyce of a poor departed 
Ghoſt. This will appear more 
plainly.if we conſider the nineteenth 
£ verſe of the eight Chapter of 1/aiah, 
according to/the Tranſlation of Jx- 
nims and Tremelizs, our own being, 
hardly fenſe : The words are theſe, 
For when they ſay unto yon, ack, coun- 


ſel 
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ſel of Oracles and Southſayers, who 
peep and mutter 5 ſhould not a peo- 
ple ask counſel of their God £ Should 
they ask. counſel of the lead for the 
living « Now as the Oraclers, when 
they pretended to receive an({wers 
from the dead, would ptep like 
Chickens ; So when they, delivered 
the mind of a God or a Dxmon, 
they counterfeited other-guiſe 
tones. In which way of counter- 
feiting, ſome were ſuch excellent 
Artiſts that they ſtood inneed of no} 
inſtrument to help them 3 in re-x 


gard they could ſpeak with their. 


mouths ſhut, and their voice would 
ſeem to come out of their bellies, as 
if they had been really poſleſt with 
a talking devil:hence they were cal- 
led Ergaſtrimuthians by the Greeks, 
as alſo they were called Eurycleans, 
from one Fwrycles a famous Im- 
poſtour of this kind. And as Plu- 
tarch teſtifies, theſe Engaſtrimuthi- 
ans or Enrycleans, were antiently 
called 


UWichcraft debated. 1 9 
called Pythons: Now N1v36y and Nlriua 
19G in Greek doth exactly render 
the Hebrew 0b. Thus if we take 
Ob for an Oracler, and the 'Spirit of 
Oracling,: we may very commodi- 
ouſly with Junizs and Tremelixs 
tranſlate that paſlage in the Chro- 
zicles, concerning Manafſes, where 
it is ſaid of him, ny Ij8 he made 
or ſet up an Oracle, that 1s, he or- 
dained or appointed Oraclers. For 
the word gnaſhah ſignifies to make 


Z or finiſh. Wherefore becauſe it 
g would be ridiculous to ſay, that 
Y Hanaſſes made famihar Spirits. 


Our Tranſlatours have altered the 
true ſignification of gzaſhah , and 


| tranſlate tt, though erroneoully., as 


x it ſignified to deal with, afhrming 
that Manaſſes dealt with familiar 
Spirits. But whoſoever ſeriouſly 
views and conſiders that place, he 
ſhall find it a meer deſcription of T- 
dolatry , where there is mention 
of high places and groves, and of 

Altars, 
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Altars dedicated not only to Baal, 
but unto the whole hoſt of Heaven, 
as alſo of the ſetting up a carved I- 
dol. in the very houſe of God. 
Wherefore 1t was ſuitable to men- 
tion alſo that crew of- men who were 
ſet apart by Manaſjes, to officiate'in 
this Idolatrous worſhip;Suchas were 
various ſorts of Oraclers, and Mira- 
cle-mongers. But how Witches ſhould 
come in here, I cannot tell, no nor 
how Devils neither, unleſs you be- 
lieve that Devils made anſwer at 
the Heathen Oracles. Which if you 
do, for my part I muſt crave leave 
to diſſent , judgeing them tobe no- 
thing but the impoſtures of men. 
And as Demoſthenes did wiſely ob- 
ſerve in hisdayes, that the Delphiar 
Oracle did eavwniler, fo Tam confident 
if Hiſtory be true. that the Hammo- 
»ean did 'anttariees, and that all the 
reſt of the cheating pack did one 
way or other 'aripunies, 
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Chap. I. Conſidered. 


He firſt thing which I find fault 
with in our Tranſlatours of the 
Bible, is, their calling a Conjequ- 
rer an Inchanter. A miſtake ſoevi- 
dent, as not to be denied. And 
herein I took occaſion, to hint the 
folly of thoſe, who derive uhe Hes 
brew word 45n which ſignifies a 
Charm from 43n\ as it ſignifies to 
joyn to or be inleague with, and 
not from the ſame word as it figni- 
fies to ſpeak, pronounce or declare, 
So much it ſeems the prejudice of a 
Aragidte opinion about ma- 
ing leagues with the Devil doth 
Fay them, that they do not confls 
der. The Hebrew words have of- 
tentimesſeveral fignifications, which 
have-no dependance on one ano- 
ther, and that it is moſt likely,'a 
Charmer 


Charmer ſhould be derived from 
ſpeech or ſpeaking gin the Hebrew, 
as well as 1n other Languages. Thus 
in Greek avis derived from'A«de 


Cano,and from this Latine word Ca- * 
20 comes Tncanto, and Carmen, from Þ 
whence comes our Enghth' word - 
Charm; As for the old $4xox word i 


Spell, it ſignifiesnothing but Speech. 
Thu 


us Gofpel | ſignifies either good | 


ſpeech, or Gods ſpeech, take which 
way you will: . | 
:: The ſecond ' fault I find. 1s, the 
Tranſlating a Miracle-monger a 
W#7tch: The Hebrew word, is 402, 
which I therefore .render by the 
| word Miracle-monger , becauſe I 
would compriſe it's various ſignift- 
cations 3 for- it doth not only ſtg- 
nifie a iF#g/er , or one that deludes 
the eyes. of the ſpefators , which 
1s it proper. ſignification ' as the 
Lexicographers do aflert;, butt fig- 
nifies an Tncharter alſo, asappears 1n 
the fifty ſeyenth 7/alm. It ow: 
S 
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fies alſo,':one that puriftes and 1u- 
ſtrates either Perſon, or City, -or 
Country , from any pollution 'or 
guilt, and from the moleſtation s 


3 of evil ſpirits Now the queſtion 


is, whether theſe impoſtures were 
meerly humane, or performed by 


{ the help of the Devil. Some to con- 
! cern the Devil inthe buiſineſſe,urge 


the conſent of Tranſlators; who 
render the Hebrew *w3n by the 
Latine madeficxs. To thele I anſwer, 
that by Maleficass the Romans did 
not always underſtand, one that 
dealt with the Devil, as I ſhall have 
occaſion to ſhew hereafter. But if 
the Tranſlators meant fo, they were 
byaſled with the prejudice of a pre= 
conceived opinion 3 For what need 
the Devil be brought 1n, for the 
performance. of things which were 
not real, ol meer — ? 
As ars by Pharaohs Magicians, 
who -H their ſecret and fly tricks 
( th&Evalgar Latine ſaith per _ 
C 


24 'Dhe:zQagtion of 
difl ;counterfeit; fuch ations, 'as the ff t| 
IJeywb himdolf, eonbd, not:really-per-Þ a 
form;;unlbfle we.make' hue Crea-þ © 
tanj.; It ſbeng d1creatioh to make aff 7 

ae4- ors of a/ſtick, as:well as to} 
e Eve nut: of/ aheme ttbi or 4-R x 
dd ont. of the duſt of the--earth; | 
Hut: thougke the: Magicians /ju led 
with Sorpriate, with:bloud.and Seb jf 1 ' 
z ' yetithey could. not. do fo þ 
with thoſe little creatures, which 1n | 
our Tranſlation are called-Lice, but ff v | 
moſt probably were ſome. other Þ | 
creatures, which .cauld not be 
cured : for the true ſignification of 4 
the'Hebrew word.is as yetunknown | 
In like manner the raifing of S4»me! | 
was'a notorious cheat, as moſt Pro- || 
teſtant Divines I fuppoſe do-agree. |} 
Now if Samuel did not foretell Saxls 
death, the Devil could not foreſee | 
ſo-great acontingency. 'Twasa meer 
contingent, that there ſhould be a 
Battel. *T'was far more contingent, 
that Saul ſhould eſcape alive'from 
the 
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the Battle, and afterwards be killed 
at his own requeſt. None but if 
# omniſcient God: contd know =_ 
£1 Iſaiah 41. 'and 22. Shew the thing 
7 that are to come hertaſier.; thai wh 
| may know that ye art) Gods!” 7 
Now further to' make'it appear. 
that Mitacle-mongers, iST-eall thent. 
were not Witches in our modern 
ſenſe ; 'I ſhall urge, that he who ſe- 
© riouſly confiders the Bihle; will flrd, 
{ that thoſe Impoſtures- which 
2 Tranſlators call Witeherafz.' ſignifie 
nothing but thoſe arts or tricks A 
| which were uſed toſeduce the 
le to Idolatry, and toconfirm theth 
Z mit. Thus you ſhall often meet 
. & in the Bible with Fornication and 
$ Witchcraft -joyned ' together. By 
Fornicatton” and . Whoredome ' 1$ 
meant Idotatry, and by — 
the art of engaging menin it. The 
Whoredome of Jeſabet was her-F- 
dolatry, and her Witchcraft was the 
maintaining of Baals A The 
C: arts 
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arts of engaging men in Idolatrous 
ways, were chiefly Divination and 
counterfeit Maracles. - - Divination] 
was performed many ways, but the '* 
two moſt famous were by Dream or ; 
Viſion, and by looking into the en- /! 
trals of faczificed beaſts. - Neverthe-|? 
lefle though Divination and 44-7 
racle-mone: be chiefly meant by 4 
the notion of Witchcraft inSeripture; * 
yetin many places, we muſt alſoun- 3 
derſtand thereby, the terrour of 1 
Arms, the allurement of Honours, ; 
and Riches; ina word, all the Ma- 
chinations and various Methods, 
uſed by imperial Cities and renown- #3 
. ed Princes, to.captivate the Nations 7? 
round about them. 7/aiah-the Pro- 
phetin the 47th. Chapterand the 12 | 
-Verle, tells Babyloz of the multitude | 
of her Sorceries, and. in the next ' 
Verſe expoundsit by the multitude | 
of her Counſels. Stand now with 

thine Inchantments, and with the | 
mmltitude of thy Sorceries, wherein 
thou 
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thou haſt Iaboured from thy youth. If 
o be thou maiſt be able to profit, if ſo 
be thou mazſt prevail, 
ef Thou art i in the multitude of 
Drs! thy counſels : Let now the Aitrologers, 
-'f ehe Star-gazers, the monthly Progno- 
= 7 fticators ſtand up, and ſave thee from 
4 a theſe things, that ſhall come upon thee, 
4 {In like manner the Prophet Nahuzr, 

tas Calvin expounds him, Chap. 3. v. 
J 4. doth mean by the Witchcraft of 

fl ; [nrnchal the Plots and Arts which 
a great City uſeth to fubdue her 

I Neighbours. » Becauſe of the multi- 

i tude of the Whoredomes of the wel- 
© favoured harlot,the Miſtreſs of Witch 

3 crafts, that ſelleth Nations through ber 
XJ whoredomes , and” families through 

# her Witchcrafts, Andas Calvin ex- 
pounds,concerning Nizeveh, ſo doth 
Cornelis a Lapide expound the Sor- 
ceries of Heathen Rome, by which 
he underſtands the riches, honours 
and great rewards, whereby that 


antient and renowned City, did 
C 3 draw 


us 
ad 


IN } 
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dtaw the Nations after het. As you 
may ſee in:his Comment on the 18. 


Chapterof the Aevelatiox?, and the 


23. verſe, 


 Moreoverthe Greek Tranſlation \ 
ofthe Septuagint, rendring the He- | 
brew word, which I call Miracle- 


monger, by the Greek word gdguanc; 


makes much to my purpoſe. For | 


goes doth elegantly fignifie, an 


- 


Impoſtour or deceiver; . which ſig- 


. & 
- 


hat Painters were wont to make 


uſe of, called im Greek guaze., Be- 
fides it 1s very conſiderable to ob- 


- 


ſerve, that. gaguaws and ye have the | 
ſame —— of. Impoſture. St. | 


Chriſoſtome doth. oppoſe them as 
Mountebanks or Cheats, unto arps; 


a lawfull Phyfitian. $X#idas inter- | 


prets yius Dy : nlagt and dnerier Hey 
chins PappidZaon by emmy 0208 papparlourOr 
by weaiges:; And Plato in his 


o#; 


, 


ns PT 


nification is taken from the Colours, * 


% \ TT 
* - > oo 4 
— . 


Supamrooty brings in Socrates-difputitay 


C þ " wy ” Py | 


and nizintaming ;' that *Love"' whs 
a great Dzmon , where' amongtt 
other - Characters --of this - D#- 


* mon, 'he: deſcribes him to be Fonds 
of is gy, pappuaxels 5 nprris. Th Engliſh 


s 


thus, a notable cheating cozening 
Sophiſter. For I ſuppoſe that $0- 
crates did not mean that he was a 
$ :tch,he being a great D#mon him- 


ſclf, according to the ſuppoſition- of 


| Socrates, But now to come-cloſgr 


home, 'tis probable that, the party- 
cular impoſture, nc rus de- 
noted by the word gauze, is that 
heatheniſh expiation or luſtration of 
any perſfon,, . Town, gr. Country, 
whereby, the Prieſts pretended. to 
deliver 'them- from Mw2ees guilt 


- 


or pollution, and frominfeſting, cyzl 


ſpirits. Theſe LuStratares orbiu 
were called. gaeuaxs by the Atbeni- 


ans, and. the whole way. of purify- 


ing I ſippoſe was called yarns 


- 


; np =; bt _— © 3 4\4 £535 {4 
Mm that way which concerned the 


chaſing 
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chaſing away of evill ſpirits. But 
.as for that way of ſacred purificati- 
.ons, whereby. the good Dzmons 
_were concihated. and their conver- 


. fationprocured, it was called @ippe. } 
I  confeſle Saint Axguſtine makes | 


this difference between Therrgia 
and Goelia, nomamng the opini- 
on of the heathen Philoſophers 1n 


hiv time 3 that Theurgia was ſacred? 


and laudable. but Goel;a wicked and 
miſchievous: This you may read in 
his Tenth Book, De Civitate Dei, 
Chapter the Ninth. Whereat I 
cannot ſufficiently wonder, for if it 
had been fo in Plato's dayes, ſurely 
he wonld never have made Goelia to 
be one main part or imployment of 
the Prieſtly Office, as I ſhall have 
accaſion to ſhew, when I come to 
gonſider the ſixth Chapter. For my 
own part. T ſuppoſe, that Goelia was 
no more wicked than Thexrgia, but 
becauſe it was imployed about evill 
ſpirits, in proceſle of time it came 
ta 
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(at paſlage in the Chronicles, con- 


tobe taken in an evill ſenſe, as if it 
had been an art of confederatin 


with, or - driving away thoſe infe- 


ſting Dzmons. Theſe ignificati- 


$ ons of yin and gdguax®, induce me 


to believe, that the two Hebrew 
words derived from aa, onewhere- 
of our Tranſlators render Witch, 
and the other Witchcraft, may be 
thus expounded. By Witchcraft in 
Scripture 1s meant, any decettfull 
Art or impoſture,to confirm men in 
idolatry, or to ſeduce them to it. 
By Witch tor the moſt part chief 

is meant, that kind of Prieſt whoſs 
calling or imployment it was to 
practiſe the Impoſture of Luſtrati- 


- ON. 


The third fault , which IT find 


in our Tranſlation is, their mt- 


ſtaking a Conſulter with Ora-' 


cles, or falle Prophets, for a 


Conſulter with Familiar Spirits. 


And this I prove tobe a fault, by- 


cerning 
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cerning Maraſſes,' whete it is ſaid, 
That he mide Pythons or Prophets. 
Fort if the Hebrew word 21x, figni- 
fies a Familiar Spirit, according to 
our Tranſlation, then Marafſer mult Þ 
be faid to have made Spirits 3 for} 
ſo the Hebrew word nyy imports, 
and not to deal. with them, as our 
Tranſlators have it. For my part} 
1do not believe, that the Devil can| 
make any the leaſt living creature, | 
much lefſe that a man as Manaſſes| 


was, though a King, could make aſ®1 


Devil. The truth 1s, theſe familiar j! 
Sprrits were no other than Pythors,ji 
and Pythons were no other thanſ 
Heathen Prophets. For the Hea-| 


thens did uſually cal! thoſe amongſt M : 


them, who pretented unto the giftÞ 
of Prophefie , by the name of Py-} 


#hons; which is as much as to fay, 


men that had the ſpirit of Apollo. 
"The reaſon of which name was, be-! 
' cauſe they took Apollo to be the 
God of Divination, as may be ga- 

thered 
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d Fhered from the words of Socrates, 
5: Plato's Phedras;, where he diſtingui- 
eth between two ſorts of madnels, 
Bone ariſing from humane difcales, 
the other proceeding from the di- 
ine hand, altering one . from his 
wonted diſpoſition. - This divine 
madneſs he again devides into four 
Fpartsz Whereof one concerns love 
# matters belonging to Yenxs . and 
S Cupid. Another Poetry, and this 
2 belongs to the Muſes. A third part 
aſ® is of ſacred myſteries, which Bacchxs 
23 challengeth unto himſelf. And the 
5,19 fourth of Divinations,. 1s under the 
nj Government of Apollo. Now Apol- 
1-3 fo being called Pythivs am 77 aitive: 
tf according to' Strabo; It was very 
ty proper to call thoſe men and wo- 
-F men, who never thought to have 
8 the divining ſpirit of 4ps/lo, Pythors 
.& and Pythonrſes ,:as' being (derived 
from that name whick/'was given 
unto him, upon the account of Di- 
vination. 'Henceitis, that StuLuke 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking of a Wench, who pretend- 
ed to propheſie, faith ſhe had www 
Ilfores Wherein he accommodates 
himſelf to the vulgar mode of 
fpeech , uſed in his age. Not as if 
ſhe had -really the ſpirit of Apollo, 
who was but a fictitious deity, and 
conſequently had no fpirit of his 
own, wherewith to poſleſſe the 
hearts of men. So that when Saint 
Like faith, this ſpirit came our of the 
Damſel, he means, ſhe forſook her 
cozening impoſture, and returned 
to an honeſt diſpoſition. Juſt as 
when the evil ſpirit left Sax/, at the 
playing of David on his Harp; we 
are to underſtand thereby. that Saul 
returned to a cheerful diſpoſition , 
and left off his melancholick dumps. 
Nor let any one think,that though 
Apollo was but a fictitious deity, 
there were reall _ _ — O- 
racular part. I ſuppole Lyſander 
- the = ook - not [A had 
to do with humane AX = 
e 
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he attempted to bribe, firſt the 
Prieſtefle at Delphos.,then her at Do- 
dona, afterwards the Prieſts of Ju- 
priter Hammon. Indeed Lyſander 
was but a ſubject, and though he 
came with a purſe in one hand, he 
did not come with a {word in the 
other ;. « Otherwiſe he might haye 
ſped as well, as afterwards Phz/ip of 
Macedon did with the. Delphian A: 
pollo, and his ſon Alexander the 
Great, with Jupiter Hammon, As 
for the obſervation, concerning the 
decay of Oracles at the coming of 
Chriſt, 'tis but a. meer fancy. Ror 
dolI at all value, any oracle or ſen- 
tence that may be brought to that 
purpoſe ,, being well aſſured that 
they. were but the forgeries of pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, whoſe blind in- 
temperate zeal, did tempt them to 
forge not only ſentences but whole 
Authours, asany that hath not read 
Hiſtories himſelf, may find in Caxſa- 


bons Exercitations on BaronizgBlou- 
del 
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del on the Sybils, as alſo the decree 
of Pope Gelalize, who amongſt o- 
ther counterfeit Authors doth pro- 
hibitcounterfeirt Prophets, counter- 
feit Goſpels, and counterfert afts 
of the Apoſtles, * Beſides'T would 
fain know what {ome men mean by 
the teafing of Oricles at the comes 
ing'of Chrift.' If they mean; that 
Oracles were then quite filent, *tis 
filſe.' For Phuarch teſtifies that 'in 
his time , which was after” Chriſt, 
the Oracle at Delphos in Phoczs, as 
alſo that at rihacis a Town in Byg- 
otia, did ſtill give anfivers, \ Again 
if they mean only that Orattes were 
much out of requeſt at the coming 
of Chriſt. I anſwer ſo they were 
long before his coming, 'witneſfe a 
very good Author, Marcss Tullizs 
Cicero, who died ſome years before 
Chriſt was born. Yer it appears by 
his ſecond Book of Divination, that 
: Oracles were fo much gone to de- 


cay long before his time 3 that in 
his 


Wichcraft tevated. 37 


his dayes:there was nothing more 


contemptible.  Cicero's words3 afd 
theſe: ,:4Sed- quod caput eſt, cur 'tſts 
modo jam oracula; Delphis 0x 23 
dantury; mbn. modo noftvu-etate, ſed 
jam ding<xadeo ut nikit poſſet efſe cons 


temptins e | 


Thus I ſuppoſe, I have made good 
my objections againſt” our Englifh 
Tranſlators, who withont gueſti« Ne 
in this particular matter, were ſway- 
ed by the prenudice of a prex-con- 
ceived dpinion of Witches & IWitche 


craft, As alſo 'theyappaxtntly were 


in Tranſlating the Engliſh Chapter 
of the Adts of'the Apoſtles; where 
they ſay one Si#-0» uſed ſorcery. 
and bewitched the people of $2n- 
154, Whereas in the Greek there 1s #0 
fuch thing ; he only made the peo- 
ple of Samaria to" wonder at lus 
works. But when Philip the Dea- 
con came thither, he made Simon ' 
himſelf to wonder at his-works. FT. 
don't fay he did bewitch him. yet 


if 
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if our Tranflators had been conſtant þhi 
to. their own. interpretation, the 
words. being. of. the ſame ſignifica- 
tion 1n. the! -origtnal, they. muſt as | 
well - have made Simon bewitched 
by Philip, as the Samaritans by Si-. 
mon. ; 


CHAP. IL 


That the Opinion of Witches 
beth had its foundation in 
 Heatben F ables. | | 


Hus I have made it appear, how ſz 

falſe Prophets and workers of 
counterfeit-24:racles, have been mi- 
ſtaken by our Tranflatours of the 
Bible for Witches and dealers with 
familiar Spirits; A miſtake fo groſs, 
that it obſcures many things in the 
Law of Moſes, as alfo 1n the Pro- 
phets, 


s - 2 
. : " of - » m 
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hets, where there are-feveril pla 
es direQHly- intended againſt the 
cathen religion, -efpecially-rhat of 
the FEgyptans, Now ſuch was the 
ain credulity of mien, that they did 
Hot only believe theſe 'things were 
al which the Prieſts did — 
it, but they alſo aſcribed unto pris 
ate perſons a power <qual- unto 
nat oft the Prieſts « or rather beyond 
. For not only-men; but women 
Iſo , eſpecially oldi+ women . have 
cen famous for Propheſying of 
hings t6come, whenee.they were. 
alled/Szwe, as allo for: wonderful 
= miraculous explois:;* whenee 
were'ealled Z223;eror: Vencfs 
2. "They were called L2mi# chieb. 
y fom their -exploits/ upon litthe 
hildren, - For it ſeems:according 
d the Fable, there 'was one Laws 
beautifiet woman in Lybia, whom 
upitey felbes love with; but jealous 
in took her children which ſhe 
had by Fapittr and killed them , 
D where- 
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fore ſhe out of 'meer ſpite bein{ 

ieved at the killing of her ow: 
children, did uſe to kill the chil 
dren of other women. They were 
called Yenefice, becauſe they were 
wont to make uſe of herbs, whic 
they ſuppoſed had ſtrange kind © 


vertues in{them 3 for with herbs or 
Charms they alwayesaQted. 


(bis 
Num te carminibus,num te pallentibus bers 
Devonit tacito tempore nodzs anus f 


Strange itistoconſider, how far the} 
folly of men hath proceeded in+then 
belief, concerning the aftions both 
of male and female Witches : As 1 
forſooth they could transform men 
and women into beaſts, as if they 
could deſtroy the fruits of the earth, 
and the fruit of the womb. at their] 
pleaſure, as ifthey could: raiſe winds 
and tempeſts, or allay them, enable 
. or diſ-enable in matters venerial, In 
a word, asif they could enflave na- 

ture 


ww: tc. vo ba 


are ſcattered up and down the Ro- 
{ar Poets, 7 ſhall quote ſome few * 


| - ( berbis 


i Ut ipſe noſti curioſus , & polo _ ode ult: 
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ture her ſelf, and make the Uni- 
yerſe obey their commands, Ex- -- 
amples of this prodigious power, 


of them out of YVirg:l, Horace, Ovid, 
Tibullas, Propertins, Lucan. 


Has berbas,atqihec ponto mibi leda venena, Virg- Ex 
Ipſe dedit Meri, naſcuntur plurima ponto, 100 vs 
His ego ſpe lupum fieri & ſe condere ſylvis 
Merim,ſepe animas imis excire ſepulchris, 

Atq; ſatas alio vidi traducere meſſes, 


Quos hemizum ex facie, Dea ſevapotentibus Virg. lib, 
Indarat Circe, invultus ac terga ferarum, 5. Eneid. 


| | ( agnos 
Niſcio quis teneros oculus mihi faſcinat 


ug movere cereas imagines, worat. 
Deripere lunam vocibus poſſum meis, 


Poſſum crematos excitare mortxu0s, \ 
Defideriqz temperare peculum. 


D-2- Its 


4» - Lhe Nueſtion of 
Ovide- T!1, relnfantent cnrſu deducere lenam 
Fil. Hyp- Nititer Of tenebris abdere ſolis equor, 
_ Illa refranas aquas,obliquagq,fulmina ſiſtit, 
. Ill loco Sylvas vivaq; ſaxfa movet : 
«Per tumulos errat, fparſis diſtinGia capillis, 
Certaqz de tepidis colligit ofa rogis; 
Devovet abſentes, ſimulachraq; cerea figit, 
Et miſerattt tenmes in fecnr urget acus, 


Pa \ 7, 


_ 


MM. 


Ovid, li, >———— Conc, ſt, 
7- Metas Stantia concutio cantz freta, nnbila pello, | 
amor. Nubilaq, indicco, ventos abigoq; vocog; 


a. te fn ® af fo 


Ovid 3} Nummeaz Theſſalico languent devota venens 
Amox Corpora num miſero carmen &berbs nocext 
Eleg, 6, Sagave punicea defixit nomins cer 4 
Ez medium tenues in jecur wrget acus 
CS ( bam 
Carmine leſa ceres ſterilem vaneſcit in ber- 
Deficiunt lefi Carmine fontis aque 3 
Ilicibus glandes cantataq; vitihus va, 
Decidit & nullo poma movente fluunt 5 
v (artes, 
Duid vetat &* nervot magicas torpere per 
Forſitan impatiens fit latus inde meum: | 


Aw mvuauz <<@&a aa£& © an XA 


Tibul. lib. Czm Iibet bec triftz depellit antbila calo, 
1.Eleg. 2+ Cum libet eſtivo provocat orbe xiver, 


Quid 


10 
41 
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( amores, 
id credam? Heaec eadem noftros ſe dixit 
Cantibus aut berbis ſolvere poſſe meos 


( que 
Invidie fuimus ? num nos Deus abruit ? an 
' Lefta Prometheis dividit herbajugis? o ,. 


Ceſſavere vires rerum, dilataq; longs, _ 
1D, Os 


Hefit node dies, legi non paruit Ather ; 
Torpuit & preceps audito carmine miundus, 
Axibus & rapidis impulſos Jupiter wrgens 
Miratur aon ire polos;Tunc omnia complent 
Imbribus,& calidoproducunt nubilaPhebo 
Et tonat ignaro Celum Jove. 


Theſe, and many more inſtances 
of the like kind might be produced 
out ofthe Heathen Poets, ſufficient 
to teſtiſte the folly of the vulgar 
Heathens, intheir belief concerning 
the Power of, Witches. As; tor the 
Opinions concerning 1c#bi and Sxc- 
cub; Devils, I, ſuppote it had. its riſe 
from the Fable of the antient Heroes, 
who ( as Socrates a Plato's Craty{as 
doth affirm ) were begotten fromthe 
D.3 he 
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Coniun&ion of Deities with Hu- 


+ mane Creatures;which kind of Con- 


junftion , whoſoever believes , his 
Opinion 1s baſe and ſottiſh, and fit 
only to be a cloak for the Adulteries 
of the Heathen Prieſts, who often 
did lye with other mens Wives, pre- 
tending that the Gods had vouch- 
ſfafed them the Honour of their Com- 
pany. Very remarkable to this pur-| 
poſe, is the {tory of Tyraunxs a Prielt 
of Saturn, who under this pretence 
made uſe of many a mans Wife, till 
at laſt, one more wiſe than the reſt 
diſcovered the cheat. ' In like man- 
_ ner Mundws a Gentleman of Rome, 
by the help of the Prieſts belonging 
to the Temple of Iþs, enjoyed his 
pleaſure on Paulina a- Roman Lady, 
who miſtook him for the God Arn- 
bis. | 

Neverthelefs, let no one think; 
that the ingenious Poets did them- 
ſelves, orany other ofthe wiſer ſort 
of Heathens, believe ſuch _— 

an 
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and abſurd ppperics ; for on the 
n- contrary, when they ſpeak their own 
1is minds, and not according to the Fa- 
fit Yble or bh opinion, they laugh 
es theſe abſurdities to ſcorn : Thus Pro- 
-n @ pertizs derides them. 


1- Wd 4# vos dedutte qaibus eft fallacia lune, 
Et labor in magicis ſacra piare focas ; 


1- K X 
. Enagedumdomine mentem convertitenoſtre 
7 Et facite ills meo palleat ore magis : 


e Wl Twnc ego crediderim vebis,& ſydera & am- 
I Y Poſſe Cyt emis ducere carminithus ( nes 


« Ovid alſo it of the ſame mind, and 
givesno credit totheſe Cheats. 


4. 19%. i, WS. 


Nec tent ate nocens virus amantis eque : 
Nec meAi2marſis finduntur cantibus angues 
Nee redit in fontes unda ſupina ſuos : 

Et quamvis aliquis Temeſaa removerit &r8 
Nunquam Luna ſuis excutietur equis. 


D 4 Fallitur 


Nee vos graminibus nec miſto credite ſucco, Ovidde 
mediam 


ſacre! 


AMOr, 


idid, 


ult, 
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Ovid lib; Fallitzr emonigs. fi quis decurrit ad attes, 
2.de Arte 
Amandi: 


Datgz quod a teneri frante revellit equi : 
Nox facient ut piyat amor Medeides herbe, 
4 ws , Gare. s \ , - - 
Mixtaqz cum magicis merſa venena ſonis. 


Ovid iy: Quid te Phaſizce juvetynt gramina terrs, 
deRemed. Cum cuperes patria Colcht manere domo ? 


@#id tibiprofuerint Circe Perſeides berbe, 
Cum tibi Neritias ab{tuelit aura rates ? + 
(arte, 
Ergo quifquis opem noftra tibi:poſcis ab 
Deme veneficiis carminibuſq; fidom. 


'But' Horace exceHfently,' and Hhke 
himſelf,  lays'it down as'a mark or 
ſign of. ones proficiency, in moral 
Phyloſophy, if he had learnt rode- 
ſpiſeand laugh at theſe kind' of Fa- 
bles. 


Aor.Epiſt. Sownza, terroresr magteos, miracals, fag, 


Notturnos lemures potent aq; Theff +ider'? 
' \\ 6 Yd 
-Inlike manner Sexeca reproving 
the * credulous ſimplicity of efder 
times, ſhews what Opinion he him- 
{elf was of : His words are theſe,Et 
apud 
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: pad 105 in lege duodecim Tabularumsen. lib, 
avetnr, ne quis alienas fruges. excan-$; Na 
* Waſſit 5 Rnudis adbuc antiquitas crede- 
bat , @* attrahi imbres cantibus @ 
epelli, quorum nihil poſſe fieri tame 
palam + » Ut ejus rei canſa' nullins 
Philoſophi Schola intranda ſit. Ina 
ord,lI might here inſtance in other 
df the Antients, asin Hypocrates and 
#cian, the one deriding the ather, 
entoully diſputing agamſt. Magick 
heats : But & ſhall conclude with 
he judgement of Nero the Em 
our, who had wit enough, who had 
Men, Books, : Money, I had almoſt 
aid, the World at his command, fo 
hat he could-want no helpsfor the 
promoting his deſires. This Nero 
ambitious of being Chict 1n-(every 
thing, - eſpecially defiring- ro Com- 
KPA: Tiger gh well - men, did 
m:order thereunto) cagerly apply 
imſelf to the! ſtudy - of Magick. , 
which: aften his utmoſt endeavous, 
be forſook and deſpiſed, finding it 
0 ta 


2. 48 The Nueſtion of. . | 
| to be vyain,and to promiſe that which 
. it cannot perform. 


Ee —_— 


Chap. II. Confidered. 


He notion of a Witch, as it 1 
EZ taken now adayes being not to 
be found in Scripture ; I thought it 
worth the while to diſcover, where 
it might be found in ancient times, 
For which purpoſe, I could not m- 
fiſt on a more 1]luſtrious way, than 
by producing the Teſtimonies 0 
ancient Poets, who uſually allude 
unto the vulgar opinion of theirſe 
preſent ages, not caring whether 
they be true or falſe, provided they}. 
ferve for the adorning of their Po-j 
ems. Wherefore 1 cannot chuſe but 
laugh at the weakneſs of that ob- 
jeaion which hath been often made 
againſt me. 'Why I ſhould quoteYBy 
'fabulous Poets, But I pray where-Jdc 
> in 
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h are they fabulous; not in that 
which I-have quoted them for, 
jamely to ſhew that the people of 
ole times did commonly believe 
ztches could do ſuchand ſuch won- 


Werfull things. Indeed , that thoſe 


ho were reputed Witches could do 


ſo is a meer fable, but that the peo+ 


ple believed they could, is a reall 


truth. Now this fooliſh belicf hath 


deen tranſmitted from Father to Son 
hrough all ages, down unto our 


{preſent time, and is deep rooted in 


he hearts of the Vulgar. ' For it is 
emarkable, that the ſelf ſame thing 


eFyhich the antient Poets affirm, con- 


*rning Witches, the women of our 


Time do tell tochildren.If Meris,Me- 
YRdea,Canidia,Circe,and others of old, 


- 


l 


auld transfor m themſelves and rai(le 


he dead; *tis no more than what we 
are told almoſt as ſoon: as we arc 
born that men 8: women'can donow 
But ſome will obje& and ſay, they 


do not believe that Witches can do 
| ſuch 


so The Nueſtion:of 
ſach things as theſe; and I ſhall ay 
often tell them, I. don't care tor 
Witch of their making. Yet the 
men forfooth; in their metaphyſica 
definitions, will allow a Witch to by 
able toraiſe winds and ſhowre do 
rain, and to blaſt the fruits of th 
earth. Indeed it were. rational tt 
believe that Witches or Devils fc 
them, could blaſt the fruits of tt 
earth, and blite the Corn, if fo b 
they could alter the weather. B 
on the contrary the wind blowet 
where it liſteth, and hath it's naturj 
courſe, if we may believe Solomo 
the | King and Preacher. . Nor c: 
all the vanities of the Gentile 
( whether Idol or Devil ) cauſeth 
Heavens to rain, if we may beliey 
the Prophet Feremzah. His word$ 
do- thus elegantly expoſtulate 
Are there any among the vanities ( 
the Gentiles that can cauſe rain 2 0 
can the Heavens give ſhowres & 4 
| 1fha 
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Soft thou he O Lord our God 2 There- . 
we we will wait upon thee , for thou 


aſt made all theſe things. *Tis true 


cahdeed, Thomas Aquinas .in his Com- 


Went nr gs doth diſtinguiſh at this 
ace of Jeremiah, and faith that 
We Devil cannot cauſe rain ina na- 
Wiral courſe, but he can in an artifi- 
al way. By whuchdiſtinction, he 
oth quite evacuate the force of 
e Prophets expoſtulation.But what 
11] not men of diſtinctions do. if 
Fou allow them their full ſwinge of 
Wiſtinguiſhing , they'l- make. any 
ting fignifie any thing. Never- 
helefle, though we let Thomas A4- 
ins and: his diſtin&ion paſs, the 
Jertors of Witchcraft mult not 
zpe ſo. ForT would fam know 
y what art the Devil can raiſe 2 
,as ſoon as ever ſuch or ſuch 
& perſon ſhall enter into a Ship. Or 
ow comes 1t to pals,” that when an 
ld woman on the'top of a tree , 
hall mumble a few words, imme- 
diately 
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, diately the winds muſt riſe. Surely 
this inſtantaneous motion,is beyon 
the power of a Devil to produce 
nor doth nature obey him ſo far 
If you obiet, who amongſt men iy”; 
able to tell what a ſpirit can do{, 
I anſwer; 'tis hard indeed to tely 
what a Spirit can do, but "th 
ealte to tell ' what a Spirit create 
can not do. © I confeile indeed, th 
Devill is. called the Prince of thy 
air, not as if. he. could commang}, 
that Element, but rather the ſpirit 
which inhabit there. As ' for thi 
Hiſtory of Fob, the Devils powe 
can not be argued from thence 
The Author of -that Book, havin! 
been pleaſed to handle his ſubjed 
after the manner of Poets, who de 
liver many ' things, partly for de 
light, and parltly for explication 
But before I leave this confiderati 
on, I ſhall put the Reader in mind 

_ to confider, that the Poets them 
ſelves laughing at the pretended 


Powe 


! : 


"Tower of Witches , which they ſo 
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nuch magnifie in their Poems, did 
ook upon it as a meer fable, fit on- 
y to adorn their writings by way 
pf allufion. And that not the Po- 
ts only, but the wiſeſt of men in 
ill ages, have laught at this Fable. 
liny in his natural Hiſtory doth 


-Konfeſs, that 'twas of old a famous 


LN 


d much celebrated queſtion,whe- 
her words and charms did avail or 
no ? The Affirmative he makes to 


de the common opinion , but the 
_ the wiſer ; His wordsare 
Whele 5 Sed wviritim Sapientiſſins 


jnsq; reſpuit fides. 
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CHAP. II, 


Tbat it hath been proved by the 
Papal Inquiſutors, ſeeking 
their ownqrivate gain, as al. 
ſo to eſtabliſh the uſurped 
Dominion of their Founder. 


wn @ &. Tr Wm © &. fas 


Ow one would think, thattheſe 
kind of Heatheniſh Fables and 
Follies, although they took root in 
the minds of - the Chriſtian vulgar, 
ſhould never have been aſlented 
unto by thoſe who account fthem- 
{elves Rabbies and Doftors of the 
people ; yet Tle afture ye, there 1s 
bardly any thing which I have quo- 
ted out of the Poets, that hath not 
been declared true, by the Inquili- 
tion and by the Canon Law : Asa-| 
ny | 
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ny one mayſce, who will take the 
pains to conſult ſeveral Popiſh writ- 

* & ings ; ſuch as the Bull of Pope #r:- 
nocent the Eighth, direGed to ' the: 
Inquiſitors of Almaine, the Mallexs 
Maleficarum of Jacobus Sprengerus, 

1; the Formicarium of Johannes Nides 

g r#5, as allo Bartholomens Spineus de 

ſtrigibws, Paulus Grillandus de Sorti- 

'&f /egizs, and (to mention no more) 

all 2artin Delriothe. Jeſuit's Diſquiſtti- 
ones Magice , who... hath. written 
largely upon: this ſubject. -/' | 

Nor have they been content to! 
© afſert the Fables of the Heathens' 

a only without the addition of: m"_ 

NY more of their own ; for they conftsi 

| dently affert, that Witches: make-a; 

1 Contratt with the Devil, wherein/ 

- they renounce their Baptiſm, aid; 

cy Chriſtian Faith; as alſo they engage 

3F to {light and to: deſpiſe the: Virgin. 

"| Mary, to trample upon the ſigh of. 

Y theCrofs, Images and Reliques of 

"| Saints, Holy water, Salt, Wax+Can- 

p | dles, 
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dles, and other thmgs Hallowed by 
the Chiirch 3 toundervalue the ſe- 
veſt 'Sacraments, and particularly 
not to Adore the Conſecrated Hoſt. 
They alſo engageto be ready at all 
times to make their appearance at 
the ſolemn Conventicles of Wit- 
ches; where they dance and feaſt, 
and adore:the Devil who is preſent 
amougſtthem. Which mad kind 
of revelling, without doubt, as Car- 
dan hath well obſerved, is grounded 
upon the ancient Heathen 0rg7a. To 


theſe Conventicles, the Witches are 
ſaid to come from far diſtant Coun- 


tries, 2 through the Air, | 


forwhi ange paſlage, they pre- 

their bodies with I know not 
what kind ofoyntment;, but I fup- 
poſe it B'made of the ſame ingredi- 
ents, asthat was, which turned Lxci- 
az mto anAſs.. Normuſt ye doubt 
the Truth of theſe things, which the 
Holy Inquiſition hath in ſeveral 


Witches 


Comwtries at ſeveral Tryals of | 


3 a ag mas Ac hood «a ae Ho wand 
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Witches: found to be true, as well 
from the teſtimony of Witnefles, as 
alſo from theſelf Confcilion of De- 
linquents. | 
- But becauſe the Inquiſitors of Hes 
retical Pravity (tor ſo they are ty; 
led) have been pleaſed to vent theſe 
things into the world; It may notbe 
amis nor- beſides our preſent pur- 
poſe, to enquire into the Inquuztors 
themſelves, The firſt tyume thatIcan 
hear News of them in Hiſtory, 1s mm 
the dayesof Maximys; who contens 
ded with Theodoſens for the Empire: 
Though 1 confeſs an Inquiſition was: 


$ then but intended, not brought to 


effect, This AMaximas was the fir{t; 
who put Hereticks to death, name-: 
ly Priſcilian and his Partners; byi 
the perſwalion of one _ Ttbacing, and: 
if it had'not been for St. Martin, he” 
would have fent Tribunes into 
Spain, with power to enquire or 
ſearch for Hereticks, and totake a-' 
way $hetrlivesand goods, In pro- 

E 2 ccls 
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ceſs ofttime, Charlemain, who was 
Crowned Emperour in the Eight 
hundredth year after Chriſt;:did by 
his Laws or Capitulars, declare the 
Biſhop of Rowe tobe Head of the 
Church. Thefe Laws were there- 
fore called Capitulars, becauſe they 
were little Heads or Chapters extra- 
&ed out of the Ancient Fathers and 
Councils :: Nevertheleſs 'altl thoſe 
Capitulars which concerned the Ko- 
mar Supremacy, were extracted out 
of counterfeit Authors, that cheat 
being put upon him by the Biſhops 
of Mentz. About three hundred 
years afterwards, | in the year One 
thouſand one hundred twenty two, 
the Emperour Hezry the fifth, was 
forcedto reſign his Power of Elect- 
ing and Inveſting Biſhops with the 
Staff and Ring into the hands of the 
Church 3 of which the Roman Bi- 
ſhop, being the publickly acknow- 
ledged and declared Head, didby 
this means obtain a greater —_— 

| an 
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and power, then' ever the Roman 
Ceſars had, This being perceived 
by the Germane Emperours, there 
was almoſt perpetual contention and 
war between them and the Biſhops 
of Rome: But eſpecially Frederick, 
the ſecond, who flouriſht in 
the beginning of the thir- 
teenth Century, ſpent moit' of his 
Reign, and his utmoſt Endeavours, 
to take down the Church from 
overtopping the Empire. Never- 
theleſs it wasin his Reign, that the 
Roman Biſhops did notably provide, 
for the ſecurity of their exorbitant 
power ; Then it was, that Frede- 
rick the Second, when he was at 
Padua, made thoſe unhappy Laws, 
whereby Hereticks were lyable to 
the puniſhment of death, of which 
Laws the Popes made very great ad- 
vantage. . Then it was that Gregory 


the ninth advanced the' Authority 


of Canon or Pontifical Laws, by 
compoſing the Decretals with the 
of E 3 heÞ 
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helpof his Chaplain Raymurd. Laſt- 
ly, then it was, that the, Orders of 
Dominican and Franciſcan Fryers 
were founded, to whom was com- 
mitted the Inquiſition after Here- 
n_ -. 

. Now theſe Monks at their firſt ſer- 
ting up for Inquiſitors, as Father 
Parl hath obſerved, in his Hiſtory of 
the Inquiſition, had no Tribunal or 
Court of their own , but did only 
preach, and ſtir up Princesand Peo- 
ple, engaging them into Cruſadoes 
againſt Hereticks, by ſewing a piece 
of red cloth in the form of a Croſs 
upon their Garments: But Innocent 
the fourth, who began his Pontifi- 
cate about the latter end of Frede- 
rick the ſecond, obſerving the nota- 
ble zeal of theſe Fryars, thought 
good to erect a Tribunal for them , 
that fo they themſelves might pro- 
ceed tothe Tryal of Hereticks. To 
"wing this .about, he had a fairop- 

Þrrunity upon the death of Free 

rick. 
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rick, by reaſon of the vacancy-that 
then happened in the Empire many 
years. For now having no Empe- 
rour to controul him mn T1taly, he 
took the confidence to impoſe. the 
Inquiſition upon three ſeveral Pryor 
vinces, (viz.) Lombardia, Romaniela 
and Marchia Terverſina. There are 
extant ſeveral Bulls, written by 1»- 
zocent the fourth unto the Magt- 
ſtrates of thoſe Countrics: One 
where he ſets down the forementi- 
oned Laws of Frederick againlt He- 
reticks word for 'word, and com- 
mands them to be ſtrictly obſerved : 
Nor can I blame him, for holding 
his Eccleſiaſtical Empire upon no 


. other Title then the pretence of Re- 


ligion ; to be a Heretick mult needs 
be the ſame thing to him, and his 
Succeſlours, as to be a Traytor is to 
Femporal Princes. There 18 ano- 
ther Byll of his, wherein he enjoynes 
the Magiſtrates of the: aforeſaid 


Countries, to obſerve ſeycral. Arti- 
E 4 cles 
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helpof his Chaplain Raymurd. Laſt- 
ly, then it was, that the Orders of 
Dominican and Franciſcan Fryers 
were founded, to whom was com- 
mitted the Inquiſition after Here- 
ticks. 

. Now theſe Monks at their firſt ſer- 
ting up for Inquiſitors, as Father 
Par hath obſerved, in his Hiſtory of 
the Inquiſition, had no Tribunal or 
Court of their own , but did only 
preach, and ſtir up Princesand Peo- 
ple, engaging them into Cruſadoes 
againſt Hereticks, by ſewing a ptece 
of red cloth in the form of a Croſs 


upon their Garments: But Innocent | 


the fourth, who began his Pontifi- 
cate about the latter end of Frede- 
rick, the ſecond, obſerving the nota- 
ble zeal of theſe Fryars, thought 
good to erect a Tribunal for them, 
that fo they themſelves might pro- 
ceed tothe Tryal of Hereticks. To 
wing this .about, he had a fairop- 
prrunity upon the death of Fre . 
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rick,, by reaſon of the vacancy that 
then happened in the Empire many 
years. For now having no Empe- 
rour to controul him m 1taly, he 
took the confidence to impoſe. the 
Inquiſition upon three ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, (viz.) Lombardia, Romaniela 
and Marchia Terverſins. There are 
extant ſeveral Bulls, written by 1z- 
zocent the fourth unto the Magt- 
ſtrates of thoſe Countrics : One 
where he ſets down the forementi- 
oned Laws of Frederick againſt He- 
reticks word for 'word, and com- 
mands them to be ſtridtly obſcrved : 
Nor can I blame him, for holding 
his Eccleſiaſtical Empire upon no 


. other Title then the pretence of Re- 


ligion ; to be a Heretick mult needs 
be the ſame thing to him, and his 
Succeſlours, as to be a Traytor 1s tg 
Temporal Princes. There 1s ano- 
ther Bull of his, wherein he enjoynes 
the Magiſtrates - of the» aforeſaid 
Countries, to obſerve ſeveral. Artt- 
E 4 cles 
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cles or Conſtitutions relating to the 
Inquiſition ; In which Articles, a- 
monglt other things, he ordains,that 
the Inquiſitors thall have their Char- 
ges defrayed out of the goods of 
rſons condemned ; and this way 
of ſatisfying the Inquiſitors, he or- 
dains in another peculiar Bull for 
that purpoſe. Hence it came to pals, 
that when the Inquiſition had got- 
ten foot in many Kingdomes and 
Countries, an incredible-number of 
people: were frequently tormented 


and burnt for the Crime of Witch- 
craft; which they had ſo entwiſted 


with Hereſte, or the denyal of Pon- }! 


tifical Authority, that in ſeeking out 
Witches, in tormenting and putting 
them todeath, they did at once gra- 
tifie, as well the ambition and uſurp- 
ed Power. of their Lord the Pope, 
as their own'tnſatiable covetouſtieſs, 
and thirſt-after other mens goods, 
In:the year One thouſand five han- 
dred and- eighteen, the Inquiſitors 

po PuL 
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put to death a great many Inchan- 
ters, which they had found out for- 
ſooth in the Venetian Territories : 
where ſuch was the Extortion and 
Covetouinelſs in their proceedings, 
that the Country roſe up againſt 
them, and the Council after at Ye- 
nice was fain to ſend for theſe Inqui- 
fitors to enquire into their proceed- 
ings; yet do what they could, the 
enraged people were hardly to be 
appeaſed, In the ſame year, I ſup- 
pole it was, that upon the like occa- 
fon of: the Countries Rifing againſt 
an Inquiſitor, and carrying him to 
the Biſhop, Alciat a famous Civil- 
Lawyer gave his ingenious anſwer to 
the Biſhop,who askt his advice here- 
in, as may be ſeen in Alciats Parerga, 
where he handſomly deſcribes the 
vain and monſtrous credulity of 
ſome Divines in this queſtion of 
Witchcraft, Nicolays Remingius 2 
Lorrain Judge, doth confeſs, that in 
the time of his Judicature, in the 

. ſpace 


64 The Queſtion of 
ſpace of ſixteen years, there was a- 
bout eight hundred Witches put to 
death, beſides as many more-that 
eſcaped, either by timely running 
away, or by aconſtant enduring of | 
torture. In a word, after the found- 
ing of the Dominican and Franciſcart 
Fryars, and the ſetting up an Othce 
of Inquiſition, the world grew fo 
full of Devils and Witches, that I 
am prone to aſſent unto the judge- 
ment of Cardar, who handling this 
buſineſs of Witches and Witchfin- þ 
ders, obſerved it to be full of Co- 
vetouſneſs and folly, as any one 
may read in his Book, De Varietate 
Rerum. 
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Chap. III. Conſidered. 


OW grofsly the opinion of 

Witchcraft, hath been made 
toſerve the corrupt ends and inte- 
reſts of men , appears from nothing 
more, than from the ſtrange exam!- 
nations of Inquifttors. So {ſtrange 
that 'tis to me a wonder, it the In- 

utfitors can hold their countenan+ 


- i ces, and forbear from laughing at 


one another. This I am ſure of, 
that (as Epiſcopus hath well obſer- 
ved ) the confeſſions which they 
have extorted from ſome, do favour 
of the Pontificial rack, and ſeem t9 
have been dictated unto theſe nnſc- 
rable wretches, by the very Inquitt- 


tors themſelves;with a deſign to ad- 


vance the reputation of the Virgin 
Mary, and the Sacraments of their: 
own Church. Nay, ſo far did they 
proceed in this matter, that Hereſie 
was, 


66 The 'Nutſtion of 
was aſignof Witchcraft ;, Infomuch 
that any one whodid not aſſent to 
the Roman Church,might have been 
upon this very queſtion, in danger 
of the Inquiſition. To thispurpole | 
Del-Ro the Jeſuite, 1n the Prologue 
to his Magical Diſquiſitions doth look 
upon Lntheraniſm and Calviniſm, as 
two great fountains of- Witchcraft. 
But yet as the Inquiſitors did with 
one eye. reſpe&t the advancement of 
their publique Church, ſo with the 
other they had a regard to their 
private Profit. For which their 
way was prepared by thoſe conſti- | 
tutionsof the Roman Biſhops which 
ordered them to have their charges 
defrayed out of the goods of per- | 
ſons condemned : For ye need not 
doubt but they would pay them- 
ſelves well. Nicholaus Eymericus 
_ in his Direftory of the Inquiſttion, 
Part the third, Queſtion the hun- 
dred and Eighth , doth enquire 
which way the Inquiſttors and their 
Ofhcers, 


Wichcraft debated. 67' 
Officers, ſhould be. provided for as 
to their charges or expences. And 
there he faith ſome were of opinion 
that the Biſhop of the place ſhould 

rovide' for them. Others again 
thought it behoved the tenſporal 
Princes. But a third ſort there 
were, who thought fit to provide 
for them out of the goods of perſons 
condemned. Now this way though! 
Eymericys approves as juſt,' yet he 
doth not like it as being ſomewhat 
ſcandalous to the Office, and there- 


Y fore he wiſheth for any other way 


rather. Nevertheleſs Inocert the 
fourth , - did- not only like this 
way, but command - it alfo ' by his 
Apoſtolique Letter dire&ed to the 
Biſhops of Lox-bardy and other Tta-" 
lian Countries, which begins thus; 
Cum: per 'noſtras, &c. as Franciſcus 
Pegnadoth. record -in his Comment: 
on the Directory of Eymericas. This 
Letter was written in the year one 
thouſand two hundred fifty two, 
pecult- 
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peculiarly for the maintenance of 
Inquiſitors out of goods confiſcated, 
as-containing nothing elſe jn it. But 
In'the prececding year, ' the ſame 
Pope had directed his Apoſtolique 
Letter, unto the Magiſtrates of the 
ſame Countries, beginning thus, Ad 
extirpanda demedio, ec. wherein 
amongſt other things he ordains, 
how the goods of condemned per- 
ſons ſhould be diſtributed 3 Name- 
Iy one part, to the common Trea- 
ſure or Stock of the City or place ; 


another part to the Officers, who | 


were employed in the buſineſs : 


And a third part to be laid up 1n a | 


ſafe place, and to be afterwards 
expended according as theBflhop & 
the Inquiſitors ſhould think fit. You 
may read theſe conſtitutions in'that 
collection whichthe aforeſaid .Fras- 
ciſcus Pegna made, of the Letters 
which were written concerning the 
Office of Inquiſition , by ſundry 
Popes, for at leaſt three a 
| an 
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and feventy years 3 that is, from a- 
bout the year one .thouſand two 
hundred, or the beginning of 72-0- 
cext the third, till about the year 
one thouſand five hundred and ſe- 
venty, or the latter end of P;#s the 
Fifth. Theſe things could never 
have been done, had not the B- 
ſhops of Rome by various methods 
and fundry policics, raiſcd them- 
ſelves from an Epiſcopal Chair, ro 
arepgal and an Emperial Throne. 
Now becaule the reader may plain- 


L ly ſee, what work theſe Inquafitors 


made when they had once gotten 


S power into their hands, I ſhall here 


ſet down word for word, the ſen- 
tence of the Inquilition at Aviemon, 
whereby - they delivered ſeveral 
perfons, into the hands of the ſecu- 
lar Magiſtrate, to be puniſht for the 
Crime of Witchcraft. 

Vigs proceſſabus coran NNN. Oc. 
contra nobis conftitutos reos, accuſa- 
tos, & delatos : quibus tam per we- 
Sfram, 
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ftram, &- quorumlibet 'veſtrum rela- 
tionen, ac propriam. confetſuonem ju- 
dicialiter coram nobis fatam,- atque 
ſepins repetitam . jurazento veStro 
medio : quam per teSt inn depoſutiones, 
eornmgque accuſationes, & alias legi- 
timas probationes, ex ditis,atjs & 
proceſſu reſultantes , nobis legitime 
conStiStit, & conStat, quod vas, & 
veitrum quilibet, Deum noStrum om- 
uium Creatorem & Opificem, Vnumnt 
& Trinum abnegaſtis : CF. immitent 
Diabolum, hostem antiquum human 
generjs coluiitis,, voſque illi perpetuo 
devovistis :  &+ ſacratiſſumo- Baptiſ- 
mati, & his quiin co fuerant ſuſcep- 
tores levantes, & proparentes, yn 
que Patres paradiſt, & eterne. here- 
 ditatis , quam pro vobis &* toto ge- 
were humano Dominus noiter Feſus 
Chriitus ſua morte acquiſivit, coram 
prefato Cacodemone,in humanaſpecic 
exitente, abreuunciaſtis : infundente 
ipſo rugiente Diabolo denno aquam, 
quam accepiitis, veſtro vero mutato 
aomine 
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nomine in facto Paptiſmiatis fonte 
vobis impoſito, ſicque alind commen= 
' Bricinm nomen vobis imponi fititio 
 Bbaptiſmrate paſſe fuiit is, & actepiitis : 
 Batque in pignis fidei Demoni date 
" Boeitimentorum veſtrorum fragmen- 
' tim & particulam illidediftis : &- ut 
a libro vite vos deleri & obliterari 
hater mendacij curaret, ſigna veſtra 
propria mant,ipſo mandante et juben- 
te, in reproborum dammnatorum, more 
tiſque perpetue libro nigerrimo ad hoc 
parato appoſniſtis : &- ut ad tantan 
perfidiam E&* impietatem vos majors 
vinculo devinciret, notam vel ſtigma 
enilibet veſtrum , veluti rei ſag pro- 
ie inuſſit : & illizs mandatis & 
juſſis jurejurando, ſuper circulo (quod 
Divinit atis ſynmbolnm et ) in terrans 
culpto (que ſcabellunt pednm Dei eſt ) 
er vos * quemlibet veitrum preſtito. 
vos obitrinxiStis ieno Domini:o @ 
eruce concitleato :: & illi parendb , 
edminiculo baculi , quodam nefan- 
diſſimo ungnento ab ipſo Diabolo vobis 
pre- 
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preſcripto 1hiti, cruribus 0 poſits per 


aera ad locum conſtitutum, intempeſta 
node, hora commoda malefaGForibus, 
Tatiſque drebus ab ipſo tentatore por- 
tati & tranjlati fuiitis : ibique in 
communi ſynagoga plurimorum maleſi- 
corun ſortilegornm , & hereticorum 
faſcinariorum, cultorumque Demo- 
mum, accenſo igne tetro, post multas 
Jubilationes, ſaltationes, comeſſatio- 
nes, compotationes & ludos, in hono- 
rem ipſius Preſidentis Beelzebub Prin: 
cipis Demoniorum , in formam © 
ſpeciem fediſſami O Algerrims hirci 


mmutati. ut Deum, re & verbis ado-| 


raitis; & adillum complicatis geni- 

bus ſupplices acceſſuitis, &* candelas 

piceas accenſas obtuliitis, & illins fe- 
tidiſſemum ac turpilſumum anum (prob 
pudor ! ) ſumma cum reverentia ore 
facrilego deoſculati eStis : illumgque 
ſub veri Dei nomine invocaitis © illi- 
uſcue anxilinm, & pro vindifa in 
omncs, vobis vel infenſos, vel petita 
denegantes , exercenda efflagitastis : 
| atque 
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atque ab ipſo edoFi vindiFas, males 
ficia, faſcinationes tum in humans 
creaturas, tum etiam in animala 
exercuiitis, atque homicidia infan-- 
tium quamplurima commiſistis,impre- 
cationes, ablaFationes, tabes &* alios 
gravilſumos morbos ;, ope jam di@i $a- 
tang, immiſtst is, infanteſque per vos, 
nonnullis etiam ſcientibus tantum & 
annuentibus, arte jam dida malefica 
oppreſſos, confoſſos & interfe@os fu- 
iſſe , ac demum incemiterio ſepultos 
noFn & clam exhumaitis, atque in 


| ſynagogum prediGam, facinariorun 


collegium portatis : denique-Demo- 
niorum Principi p poey edenti, ob-: 
twlitis, detra&a @& vobis conſervata 
pinguedine, capite manibus & pedibus 
abſciſſus, truncumque decoqui & elix- * 
ari, & interdum aſſari curaitis, ju- 
benteque ac mandante. prefato Patre.. 
veftro comediitis , & damnabiliter_ 


zi. 4) 


lieres cum incubzs fornicati eStis, $0- 
F 2 domian 
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domidtn veram e& nefandiſſmmm cri- 
men miſere cum illis tau frigidifſe- 
mo" exercuittis : &, quod etiam dt- 
tefFabiliſſimum et, auguſtiſſnoum Eu- 
chariftie Sacramentum per vos in Ec- 
cleſia ſaniFa Dei aliquando ſumptur, 
jam difi Serpentis a Paradiſo ejedi 
precepto, in ore retiniſtis, illudque 
in terram nefarie expuiſtis , ut cunt 
#:4jori omnis contumelie, impietatis 
&* contemptus ſpecie Deum noitrum 
vernum &- ſanFum dehoneſtaretis, ip- 
ſum wero Diabolum, ejuſque gloriam, 
honorem. triumphum &- regnum pro- 
moveritis, atque omni honore, laudi- 
bays, dignitate, auGoritate et adorati- 
one honoraretis, decoraretis et hone- 
ftavetis. Due onnia graviſſima, hor- 
rendiſſuma ac nefandiſſima ſunt, di- 
reFe in Omnipotentis Dei omninm 
Creatoris contumeliam & injuriam. 
Dana ob _— 20s F, Flory Pro- 
vittialis Ordinis Fratrum Predicato- 
ruM, Sacre Theologie DoGor , ac 
Sante Fidez in tota iſta Legatione 
_—_ 
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Avinionenſs Inquiſitor Generalis : Dez 
. I tixorempre oculis habentes, pro t#is 
- ff bunaliſedentes, per hanc noftran jex- 
. | tentian diffenitivane, quam, de Theo- 
.  Zogorum Fariſperitornum confilia, 
. I ore majorum, in his ferimus ſcriptis, 
; Jeſu Ehrifti Domini noſtri, ac BR. Ma- 
- 1:14 Virginis nominibas pie invocatis 
; Bf dicimas, declaramw, pronunciammns, 
; I £7 difftmitive ſententiamus : Vos om- 
; es ſupra nominatos, et veſtyum quent- 
_ WU /ibet fuiſſe & effe veros Apoſtatas, Idu- 
lolatras, Sandifſeme Fidei defertoves, 
Dei Omnipotentis abnegatores E& 00n« 
temptores, Sadomiticos, et nefandiſſt- 
mi criminis reos, adulteros, fornica- 
tores, ſortilegos, maleficos, ſacrilegos, 
hereticos, faſcinarios, homicidas, in- 
fanticidas, Demonumqne cultores , 
Satanice diabolice atque infernalis 
diſcipline, & damnabilis ac reproba- 
te fidei aſſertores, blaſphemos, perju- 
ros, infames , & omnium malorum, 
facinorum &* deliForum conviGos fu- 
iſe. Taeo vos omnes, veſtrumque 
| F'3 quem 
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uemlibet, tanquam Satane membra, 


ac noſtra ſententia, Curie ſeculari re- 
mittimus, realiter ct in effeFu condig- 


nis et legitimis penis eorum peculari 
judicio pleFendos. | 


Now others may think what they 
pleaſe of this Sentence, but for my 
own part when I Conſider with my 
ſelf, the - ridiculouſneſls of thoſe 
things which were laid tothe charge 
of theſe miſerable wretches; I would 
not have been 1n the place of the 
Inquiſitor general, and have pafled 
the ſame ſentence, for ten thouſand 
Millions of Gold. 
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” CHAP. IV. 


Arguments to prove, that there 
3s no ſuch thing as a Witch in 
Scripture; and Arguments to 

. prove that there is no ſuch 
thing as 's Witch at all. 


Y this time methinks It plainly 
appears, 'out of the preceeding , 
Diſcourſe ,, that the notion of a' 
Witch, as it is taken now adayes, 
hath no foundation at all in Scri- 
pture ; but had its Original, or firft 
_K Riſe, out of the Heatheniſh Fables, 
and was afterwards improved by 
Papal impoſtures. Neverthelels, to 
give further ſatisfaftion, I ſhall pro- 
duce ſome arguments to prove, firſt, 
| That a Witch is not tobe found in 
NF Scripture : Secondly, That there 1s 
F 4 no 
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no ſuch thing as a 'Witch at all. 

"The firſt Argument ſhall be taken 
from the difference, between or 
vulgarly reputed Witches,and thoſe 
which our Tranſlatours of the Bible 
call O 3 for whom 1 pray do our 
Tranf(latours call Witches, but the 
Kings and Queens and Princes of 
the Earth, as alſo the Prieſts and 
Philoſophers and wiſe men of this 
world ? Whereas the Witches now 
adayes are poor, lilly, contemptible 
people-3 tor inſtead of ſuch as King 
Maxaſſes, and Queen Feſebel, we 
now hear talk of this old Gammer 
and that old Goodwife, It ſeems 
the Kingdom of darkneſs is quite 
altered 19 its Paliticks , and the 
Devil is nat ſo wiſe as ſome men 
make him, if this Opinion of Witch- 
craft be true. | 

The fecond Argument ſhall be 
raken from the Sadduces. a famous 
Seft, among(t the Jews, who denicd 
Spirits, and'the Reſurrection of the 
dead 
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dead 3 yet had the five Books of 
Moſes mn high eſteem and regard : 
Wherefore either they did not un- 
derſtand Hebrew, or if they did, 
the notion of Witchcraft doth nat: 
appear in A7oſts : And if this be 
once granted, I ſuppoſe the other 
parts of the Bible will eaſily follow: 
But perhaps you'l objed& and ſay. 
that the Sadduces were a Sect after 
the Captivity, which kept the Jews 
{ſo long mn Babylon that they forgot 
their own Tongue ; and that the 
Jews after their return into Jxdea, 
ſpake nct the Hebrew but the wvul- 
gar Syrian, To this Ianſwer, That 
when the Sect of the Sadduces took 
Its beginning 1s uncertain, and that 
however the Common People did 
forget the Old Hebrew , yet the 
Prieſts did alwayes preſerve its 
knowledge. Now that Priefts them- 
ſelves were Sadduces ismanitelt, for 
eventhe High Prieſt Foſeph Hyrea» 
1#5 Was one of that Sect, as Jajeyooe 
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- Thethird and laſt Argument ſhall 
be taken from the different prafti- 
ſes aſcribed unto our vulgarly ſup- 
poſed Witches,and unto thoſe 1n our 
Franilation of the Bible : For our 
modern Witches pradtife a ſecret 
occult Art, and 'tis a great Art to di- 
{cover them by ſeveral ſtrange 11gns 
and horrid tortures: But thoſe 
Whom our Tranſlators call Witches 
in the Bible, were ſuch as practiſed 
what they did openly, and in the 
face of the world, making publick 
profeſiion of their Art, which was, 
as T have already made it appear, 
the Counterfeit Art of Propheſying 
and working Miracles. But alas! had 
it been this myſterious Art of con- 
tracting with the Devil, and of uſing 
his power, the Profeſſors whereot 
are fo clandeſtine im their wayes, 
that they can hardly be diſcovered 
by various fcrutinies and inquiries; 
how impoſſible athing had it been, 
for Saul. to turnthem all out of 7/- 
TIC rael 
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rael, as we read wed; c. I $4.28; 
This I am fare of, a Proclamation 
now adayes ſet out to that purpoſe; 
would avail nothing, and only ſerve 
to move the laughter of thoſe who 
ſtood by to hear it. 4 
If then there be no ſuch thing asa 
Witch 1n Scripture, I ſhall make ufe 
of that as the firſt argument-; to 
prove that there 1s no ſuch thingas 
a Witchat all. Norletany one that 
abounds with words, and his own 
ſenſe 5- immediately cry out ; then 
there 1s no ſuch Rrver as Thames, 
there1s no ſuch Country as America, 
if filence in Scripture ſerves for an 
argument. A man may make ſuch 
inſtances from morning to night;and 
make. a great noiſe to no purpole z 
as if there were no” difference be- 
tweenthoſe things which Iye quite 
beſides the ſcope of the Scriptures 
notice, and thoſe things which it 
they betrue, the Scriptures could 
not be ſilent of, without the charge 
of 


$2 The Nueſtion of 
of unperfetials Let any one but 
read the Law of 24vſes, and then e- 
rioully conſider, why it ſhould be {6 
Gvere againſt inceſtuous and. beſtial 
Concubinage, and yet notſo-much 
as.mention diabolical. - The Jews 


were forbid tomeddle with ſtrange 


women of other Nations, and ſhould 
there be no caution given againſt 
their medling with {ſtrange crea- 
tures, as it were of another world ? 
Mark how curious the Law is in 
matters of uncleanneſs, and ſhall an 
ordmary running flue be © much 
talkt of, and nomention made of 
Featsrunning with blood and fackt 
by-Devils? Laſtly, that Law which 
by its years of Jubilee, and ſeveral 
other Conſtitutions, provided more 
againſt oppreſſion and cruelty then 
any other Law in the world 5 That 
Law which fo deteſted the murther 
of men, that it made them merciful 
to their neighbours beaſts; (I ſay 
that Law) cquld never paſs over 

in 
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in ſilence, the cruel and abominable 
ations of Witches againſt both man 
and beaſt. Without queſtion , it 
would have infflicted upon them the 
ſevereſt puniſhments ; -and for the 
diſcovery of their ſecret and devi- 
liſh contraqs., it would have laid 
down fufficient marks for tryal ; 
eſpecially ſince in a far leſs matter of 
Sateery, it made uſe of that horrible 
and amazing tryal. by the bitter wa- 
ter which cauſed the Curſe, 
Secondly, I argue from the miſe- 
rable poverty of our vulgarly repu- 
ted Witches, that they are wrong- 
fully accuſed : For Iamnot willing 
to believe, that they have ſuch a 
power with the Devil, as to make 
him do wonderful things at their 
command , when they never com- 
mand him to fetch them money , 
and tofetch them bread ; indeed in 
the night time he carries them I 
know not Whither, and there they 
meet with great variety of imagina- 


ry 
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rymirth and feaſting, Now ſuch as 
their Feaſt is, ſois their Witchcraft, 
not real, but imaginary, as only 
exiſting in the fooliſh fancies of 
men. 
.In the third place, I charge thoſe 
who obſtinately maintain there are 
Witches, either with irrationality or 
impiety; For 'tis irrational to think, 
that the Deyils are Creatures full of 
malice, and breathing nought but 
miſchicfagainſt the whole Race of 
man, and that they ſuffer a manto 
live, when they can fo eaſily kill us 
at the command of a Witch. But 
if you evade this, by ſaying, that 
Devils cannot hurt us without Gods 
permiſſion ; then I ſay 'tis impious 
to concern the Great God with 
Witchcraft. *Tis true indeed , he 
may ſend Death and Diſeaſes a- 
mongſt the Sons of men, to puniſh 
them for their {ins at his own plea- 
ſure; but that he ſhould do ſo, at 
the deſire of the Devil , upon the 
TS command 
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command of a Witch, is ſuch a-gra- 
tification'of malice, as 1s far from 
God to perform. Calvin in his Ser- 
mons on the two firſt Chapters of" 
Job, takes a great deal of pains to 
explode this Opinion of Gods per- 
miſfion, and ſhews by ſeveral exam- 
ples of Abſolom, Ahab,and Nebuchad- 
zezzar, that God doth not barely 

rmit, but orders and determines 
the ations of Devils and wicked 
men 3 affirming thatit Aſſes could 
ſpeak, they would ſpeak wiſer then 
thoſe men, who talk of Gods per-" 
mitting: Nor will he grant, that 
God afflicted Fob upon Satans re- 
veſt, but becauſe he himſelf had 

0 determined to try Jobs Pati- 
Ence. | 
Laſtly, the vanity and falſneſs of 
their Opinion, who believe there are 
Witches,appears from nothing more 
then from this. that it aſcribes unto 
the Devil an Omnipotent Power : 
Infomuch, that no rational man by 
the 
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the Tight of reaſon, ſhall be able to 
tell from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
whether Chriſt were a Witchor to; 
for let fome men think what they 


pteaſe, the Holineſs of his Doctrine 
15 not the thouſandth part ſuch a 


proof of his ating by a Divine 


ower, as the miraculouſnefs of his 
works. But alas! what were his Mi- 
racles, or how were they to be va- 
lued,if malicious Creatures, without 
a Divine Commiſſion enabling them 
thereto, can make Frogs and Ser- 
pents, raiſe the dead, give Law un- 
to the winds and Seas ; to mention 
no more of thoſe prodigious works 
aſctibed unto Devils upon the ac- 
count of Witchcraft? For my part, 


I believe that Devils are aerial crea- * 


fures 5 and though they may have 
more skill,agility and ſtrength, then 
fmen, yet that they actas men do, 
by applying of natural agents and 
patients toone another in this ſublu- 
mary World : But as for the world 
Atherial! 
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Etherial and Czleſtial, I ſuppoſe 
they have no power there ; conſe- 
quently, that in ſpight of them, the 
wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
that the ſeaſons of the year, as alſo 
the fruits of the earth, are net ther 

romoted nor hindred by them, but 
inimediately depend upon the mo- 
tions and mutual aſpects of the 
glorious Czleſtial Stars, that are no 
way obnoxjous to ditbolical pow- 
ers. They withink otherwiſe, let 
them conſideMow near 'they ap- 
proach unto the Opinion of the Per- 
Þ4ns, who held there were two great 
Beings, both- Almighty, both at mu- 
tual and perpetual war; one, the Au- 
thor of all good, the other, of all 
evil : The good Principle they cal- 
led Oromaſaes, and the evil 6ne Ari- 
M4nins. Of the ſame Opinion were 
the Egyptians, as appears by Ofrris 
and Typhoz; frofn- them Pythagoras 
conveighed it to Greece. In'a word, 
the whole Heathen world ſeems to 
G have 
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have been infected with this con- 
ceit, believing infernal as well as ſu- 
pernal Gods; and therefore they had 
lacrifices, as well to appeaſe the an- 
ger, and to avert the miſchiefs of 
the one, as to propitiate and procure 
the bleſſings of the other. Nor can 
thoſe Chriſtians be excuſed from the 
lame infection, who upon the ac- 
count of Witchcraft, attrioute om- 
nipotency to the j 5 for what 
leſs dothey believEoncerning the 
Prince of the Devils,and of his pow- 
er? If according to pr can 
command the influenc the Sun, 
and governthe motion of the Stars; 
1t he can open the bowels of the Þ/ 
earth, and cauſe the vapours to al- 
ſcend jn clouds into the middle Re- 
gion of the Air, and: thence again 
deſcend upon the earth, in thunder þ 
and lightning, and violent ſtorms; if 
he can transform men and: women 
into Cats, and if he can Frogs and 


SErpents create. 
Wherefore 


Uitehrrafe debated. 3s: 
Wherefore I conchude, © it was a 
very ſeaſonable decree, made by the 
Council of Ancyra, more” ancient 
then the Niceze Council ; wherem 
they declare untoall Chriftians, the 
Heatheniſhneſs of this belief and 
Ppinion : Their words are theſe; 
Illud etiam non eſt omittendum, quod 
quedam ſcelerate mnlieres retro poſt 
ataunm converſe , demonun illuſt- 
mibus &- phantaſmatibus ſedu#e, 
redunt & profitentur', ſe noFurnis 
oris, cum Diana Paganornm Dea, vel 
umn Herodiade, &* inmmera mulſti- 
tudine mulierum, equitare ſitper quaſ- 
dam beſtius ; &* multa terrarum ſpa- 
tia intempeſte noi ſpatio pertran- 
Ire, ejuſque juſſwonibus velut Domine 
bedire, & certis noFtbis ad ejus ſer- 
1 Foitinm evocari: Sed' utinam he ſole 
r þ!ſuaperfidia periiſſent, © non multos 
t Wecum in Tmfidelitatis interitur per- 
N 
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raxiſſent : Nam inmumera multitu- 
zo hac falſa | y nione decepta, hec vera 
ſſecredit, &* credendo a reFa fide 


2 deviat., 
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deviat, & in errore Paganorum re- 


volvitur, cum aliquid divinitatis aut 
auminis extra unun Denm arbitra- 
tr. Buapropter ſacerdotes per Ec- 
cleſuas ſibi commiſſ as, populo omni in- 

antia predicare debent., ut noverint 


hec omnimodis eſſe falſa, e&# no a Di- 


vino ſed a maligno ſpiritualia phan- 
taſmata, mentibus fidelium irrogari, 
Siquidem ipſe Satanus qui transfigu- 
rat ſe in Angelum lucis, cum menten 
onjuſque mulierculz ceperit , &. han 
ſobi per infidelitatem ſubjugaverit, alli 
c0 transformat ſe in ne perſo- 
zarum ſpecies atque fimilitudines, & 
mentem quam captivanm tenet in ſon 
23s deludens, modo leta, modo triſtia, 
zodo cognitas , modo incognitas þcr- 
ſonas oanyens, py devia quaq; dean- 
cit. Et cum ſolws ſpiritus hoc patitur, 
Infidelis mens hoc non in animo, ſe 
2n corpore opinatur evenire. QPuis 
enim non in ſomnis & notturnis viſu- 
iy . Ty 
mbus extra ſe educitur, & multavi- 
det dormiendo, que nunquam viderdt 
"> PEN. nts vigilanadl, 
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vigilando. Quis vero tam ſtultus &- 
hebes eſt, qui hec omnia que in ſolo 
ſpiritu frunt, etiam in corpore accidere 
arbitretur 5 cune Ezechiel Propheta 
viſrones Domini in ſpiritu, non in cor- 
pore, vidit? Et Johannes Apoſto- 
Ius' Apocalypſis , Sacramentum in ſpi- 
ritx, n0n int corpore, vidit, & audivit, 
ſent ipſe dicit, ftatim inquit fui in ſpi- 
rity. Et Paulus z07 audet dicere ſe 
raptum in corpore. Omnibus itaque 
publice anunciandum eſt, quod qui ta- 
lia & his ſimilia credit, fidem perdits 
& qui fidem reFam in Domino non 
habet, hic non eſt ejws , ſed illins in 
quent credit, id eſt, Diaboli, Nam de 
Domino noſtro ſcriptum eſt, Omma per 
ipſum faFa ſunt. yo 6 ergo cre- 
dit poſſe fieri aliquam creaturam, aut 
in melins., aut in deterias immutar7., 
ant transformari in aliam ſperiem vel 
ſftmilitudinem , niſt ab ipſo Creatore 
qui omnia fecit, & per quem omnia 


'| fa#a ſunt, procul dubio infidelis eſt, 


Pagano deterior. Tis true indeed, 
G3 the 
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the Pontifical Authors makea great 
ſtir in their Anſwers to this decree 
the Arncyran Council; ſometimes 
endeavouring to evade its force 
with their abſurd 1nterpretations, 
ſometimes to throw dirt 1n the face 
of the Council, as if it were not toll © 
be regarded : But Alciat in his Pa ! 
rerga doth ingenioutly confeſs, that 
in theſe their anſwers, Nec Column, 
wec Terram attingunt , they hav 
neither head nor tayl. And which 
1s more to be wondred at, Aarti . 
Delrio the Jeſuiteis in this point 
ingenious, as . to diſſent from Bare- 
nizs, who judgeth that this Counci| 
was held at Rome, under Damaſcus, 
in the dayes of St. Hierozze 5 Delrid 
for ſundry. reaſons, believing it to 
have been really held at Axcyra, 
the Metropolis of Galatia, according 
to the common allertion of  thole 
who collected the ancient Cannons, 
Now 'this Decree of the Ancyran 
Council, was the more ſeaſonable, 
| 1n 
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in regard that alittle before, Manes 
or Manichexs had ſpread abroad the 
Chriſtian world, that old Heathe- 
mh Dg&rine of the two Principles, 
one of good, and the other of evil : 
and it is remarkable, that Witches 
and Manicheans are coupled toge- 
ther, by the Emperours Diocleſan 
and Maximiar, in their Reſcript to 
Julian the Proconſul of Africa, de 
Maleficis & Maniches, as1t is cited 
out ofthe Gregorian Code by RAuf- 
finus 1 his Collation of the Fewrſls 
with the Roman Laws. About a 
hundred years after, and ſomewhat 
more, Priſcillian and his followers 
did in agreat meaſure embrace the 
Doctrine of Manes; inſomuch , 
that in the year five hundred ſixty 
three, there was a Council held at 
Bracara, a town of Gal/icia wn Spain, 
againſt the Priſcillianiſts, In the 
Decrees of this Council, Manes and 
Priſcillian are frequently joyned to- 
gether, for their fooliſh' conceits 
G 4 Ccolt- 
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concerning the power of the Devil, 
or evil Principle; but eſpecially they 
haveone Decree, very conſiderable 
to our preſent purpoſe, wherein they 
anathematize all thoſe, who believe 
that the Devil can make any Crea- 
ture, or ſo much as raiſe ſtorms and 
tempeſts by his own authority or 
power; the wardsare theſe, $7 quis 
credit , quod aliquantas in mundo 
creaturas Diabolus fecerit, & toni- 
trua, & fulgura, & tempeſtates, 
feccitates, ipſe Diabolus ſua autoritate 
faciat, fieut Priſcillianus dixit, Ana- 
thema fit : Wherefore if the Devil 
cannot raiſe thunder and lightning 
and tempeſts by his own power, he 
did no more in the cafe of Fob, then 
Eliah, or any mortal man may do, 
When he receivesa commiſſion from 
God. Hence Tinfer, that the Do- 
ctrine of Witchcraft , magnifying 
the Diabolical Power beyond its 
due proportion , doth favour too 
rankly of Priſcillian and Manes, and 
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Chap. IV. Conſidered. 


_—_— Firſt Argument is rightly 
underſtood, is to firm and ſure, 
| # that I never expett a ſufficient an- 
ſwer. Let any one but conſider with 
himſelf, the perſons now a days con- 
| demned for Witches, and then let 
him tell me, whether one of a thou- 
ſand be a perſon of quality. They 

are generally old women poor mi- 
ſerable and deſpicable. I confeſs 

that before the reſtauration of 
Learning, in the times of Barbariſm 

and 1gnorance, there were ſome who 

were thought to deal with the De- 

vil, meerly becauſe they excelled in 
knowledge, as Pope Sylveſter for 

one 3. Who lived about a thouſand 
yearsafter Chriſt. I confeſs alſo that 

now. and then-m the Courts of 
Princes, ſome have been accuſed 

for Witchcraft out of Politick ends. 

2 So 
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So Richard the third would needs 
make Fare Shore a Witch in order 
tothe Deſizn which he had onthe 
life of the Lord Haſtings. Never- 
thele(s it hath. been for theſe many 
ages, and till is a thing very rare, 
for perſons of note to be charged 
'with the Crime of Witchcraft. Now 
on the contrary, in our Tranſlation 
of the Bible we Read of Witches 
indeed, but who were they 2 Why 
either they were ſoveraign Princes, 
Or they were the Prieſts, Philoſo- 
phers and wiſe men of the World, 
there being no mention of any 
other, except the Woman that 
dwelt at Exdor. The truth is when I 
think with my ſelf, how ready the 
Sorcerers were to. Pharaoh King of 
Acypt, and Nebucadnezzar King of 
Babylou, They ſeem unto me to be 
a ſort of men, bred.up in the Court ; 
Juſtasto this day inthe Txrkzſh Em- 
pire, (which in many things doth 
reſemble the ancient Morarchyes ) 
the 
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the Great Turks Seraelio is the Aca- 
demy, from whence proceed the 
Governors of Church and State. 
for ſo theſe Sorcerers ſeem to have 
been” 1a antient time3, the great 
Miniſters of Church and State. 
Nor will this Opinton of mine, ſeem 
ſtrange unto thoſe who Read the 
Book of Daxiel and well ob(erveit. 
There we may find, by the exam- 
ple of Danicl and the Three Chil- 
dren, the way how the Magicians 
were bred upof old. Namely they 
were choſen men for goodneſs of 

arts, they were bred up at Court, 
Wo with the Kings Wine and the : 
Kings Meat, Inſtructed in all manner 
of Learning, and afterwards accord- 
ing as they approved themſelves to 
their. Royal Maſter, they were ad- 
vanced to the Supreamcſt places 
of Goverament. For it 1s plain that 
 Sorcerers, Magicians, Altrologers, 
Chaldeans and the like, were iſthe 
ſame ſort of men 3; and that Danie 
an 
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and his Companions were lookt u 
onas ſuch : Otherwiſe they had ne- 
ver been ſought after to have been 
ſlain among the reſt, when the Kings 
decree went out againſt the wiſe 
Men. Nay, what ſay ye, if Dariel 
himſelfat laſt came to be ſo famous, 
that he was made the Maſter or 
Prince of the Magicians ? Theſe 
things being ſo, let any one lay aſide 
prejudice, and then let him tell me, 
whether theſe famous men which 
our Tranſlators. call Sorcerers, and 
our modern old Women that are 
hanged for Witches, have any like- 
neſsor reſemblance to one another; 
| and whether orno, my argument be 
not. ſtrong and good, wherein I 
conclude it as a great ſign, that the 
Witch in our Tranſlation of the Scri- 
pture, could not be the ſame with 
our mdoern reputed Witchz becauſe 
of the vaſt difference which may be 
obſerved, in their quality and in the 
education of their perſons. This I 
6:5 an 
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am ſure of that skill in Ancient Ma- 
gick, was ſohonourable, that it was 
acondition required 1n all ſuch, as 
were capable to be choſen Kings of 
Perſia. | 

The Second Argument is not fo 
ſtrong I confeſs, but that it might 
a « b ſpared ; becauſe it is eafie 
to undervalue the Sadduces, asan 
erroneous Sect. However 'tis plain, 
that not only they, but weallomuſt 
neceſſarily interpret the Scriptures in 
ſeveral places, to ſpeak according to 
the apprehenſion of the vulgar. For 
when the Law of ſes doth forbid 
men, to conſult with the dead ; 
We mult not think that any could 
really do ſo. So that the Law only 
forbids the pretenders -to that art, 
who by fauch pretenſes deluded the 

eople. In like manner though I 
ould grant, that in this precept, 
thou ſhall not ſuffer a Witch to live, 
the Hebrew word 1s rightly Tranſla- 
ted by our Exgl;ſh word Witchz yer 
it 
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it would not follow, that tket®Was 
any thing as a Witch indeed, It 
would bnly follow, that, the vulgar 
did believe there was, bemg deln- 
ded by thoſe who for their own ends 
might pretend to ſuch an Art. 

To the Third Argument ſome 
men do anfwer, that 'tis an unhkely 
thing, Witchcraft ſhould be practi- 
ſed openly, when there was ſo fe- 
vereaLaw agamſt it as this. Thorx 
ſhalt not faffer « Witch to live. Truely 
Ifhall eafily grant, that when this 
Law was in force, then the Idol 
Prrefts were not permitted1o play 
thoſe pranks, which we interpret 
Witchcraft. But 'tis apparent, out 
of the Hiftory ofthe Kings of Judah, 
that they . frequently reje&ted the 
Laiv of 1ojes, and fetti&up Idols 
did conſequently encourage, thoſe 
kind of men, who were neceflary 
inſtruments for the performance of 
Idolatry worſhip. Then again in 
the time of reformation, when the 
Law 
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Law of Moſes was reſtored < fre- 


quently down went the Idols, and 
their Prieſts were either flain or ba- 


. niſhed, as alſo all that practiſed-the 


- 


ſame impoſtures. Now the Witch 
of En4or might eſcape, by the con- 
nivance perhaps of Sarls officers, 
yet it appears plain, that thoſe who 
were faid to have familiar Spirits, 
and to be turned ous of the Land by 
Sar, were people of a known pro- 
feſſion. Otherwiſe, there could not 
have been any conſiderable execu- 
tion done upon them, ſfoasto de- 
ſerve the expreſſion, that Saul had 
turned them out of the Land. And 
this will further appear, out of the 
actions of Foſah, who when he 
threw down Idols and did other 
ats of reformation; 1s ſaid at the 
ſame time, to have put away the 
workes with familiar ſpirits; which 
he could never have done 1o ſoon; 
had they been ſuch ſecret and occult 
practiſes as our pretended: Witches, 

| but 
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but:he muſt have tarried till ſuch” 
times. as he could . firſt diſcover 
them. | | 
Having already ſhewed that there 
15no ſuch thing as a Witch in Scri- 
pture. This Firſt Argument that” 
from thence doth prove, there 1s no- 
ſuch thing as a Witch at all, I think 
is paſt exception. For whenthe 
Law of Moſes takes-notice of leſfer WW. 
things, it would, never have paſſed © _ 
over in filence, things of greater ©}. 
moment, if they had been true. Di- W - 
abolical Copulation being worle W 
tl 
d 


than beſtial, and bloody Teats ſuckt 
by Devils, far worſe than ordinary 
Iſſues. But of all I moſt admire, 
that thoſe Nations which have be- 
lieved Witchcraft, have allo belic- 
ved. and made experiment of cer- I ,, 
tain ſigns for its diſcovery. Yet never | , 
any-could think of a lign to diſcover I « 
adultery. Only the Law of Moſes, R 
which 1s ocurious in the diſcovery || 7 
of Adultery, hath paſt by all thoſe 


_  fnany 
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many figns, which are commonly 
wo ute © of for the. diſcovery of 
Witchcraft. 
KS Againſt this Second Argument, 'I 
-Mnever heard any* thing but canting 
_ which paſſeth my underſtand- 
. But there isone' way of ahfiwer- 
Re it very eaſie, becauſe it will ferye 
to anſwer any thing. Namely that 
which is taken, from the two com- 
mon places , wherein ignorance- is 
wont'to hideit ſelf. I meanon'/the 
one hand, myſterious ways of Ptovi- 
dence ; as alfo on the other hand, 
the unknown defigns of the King- 
dom of darkneſs. © . 

The Third Argument I confeſs; 
would have been ſtronger and” bet- 
terurged, if I had not inſifte oft 
the Devils killing of men, at the 
deftre of a Witch ; but rather On 
ſach aftions, as areundoubtedly be- 
yond the power of a Creature 'to 
perform. For it is impious to afhrm, 
that the Devil can' raiſe the dead, 
H -— 
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or Create and the like, for in theſe 
caſes, if the Devil. performed any 
thing, it muſt be not by Gods per- 
a but his Commiſſion, as the 
Prophets and Apoſtles did of old. 
That is God muſt do it for him : 
Which gratification of an old Wo-- 
mans malice, 1s wholy inconſiſtent 
with Divine goodne6s. 

_..FheLaſt Argument is of exceed- 
ing. great weight, if we rightly con- 
fider the wonderful and aſtoniſhing 
works, whichin all ages have been 
aſcribed unto Witches. What Mi- 
racle is there of Chriſt, which they 
havenot equalled 2 To be born of 
a Virgin, isa thing that deſerves the 
higheſt admiration, Yetif you'l be- 
lhieve the aſlertors of Witchcraft in 
their Writings, The Devil may as 
aSuccubys receivethe ſeed ofa man, 
and . preſently as an Iincabas ,con- 
veigh it into the Womb of a Virgin. 
Hence it is that Delrio jinveighsa- 
gainſt the Calviniits, for not believ- 
41 i ing 
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10g that the:V 1. -/aryes Hynigd 
was entire after Chriſt was'born. As 


. if theforcspfthe Miracle lay in that 


articular conſideration, and-not-inh 
= being with Child, without the 
helpofaman. TI - am not ignorant, 
that ſome men - will grayely -fay, 
they donot beljeve, that Devils can 
get Women with Child, or : that 
they can do any real miracle. Fo 
theſe men I muſt (till make the fame 
anſwer, that I do not care'what they. 
believe, but what hath been gene- 
rally believed. in all ages, And 
therefore I ſhall conclude that ſince 
Holineſs. of. Doctrine, may out of.'a 
bad delign proceed from- an unholy 
ſpirit z tis dangerous to- deprectate 
the Miracles of Chriſt;by ſetting up 
others .of equal yalue,. notwith-, 
ſtanding any pretence of Holineſs 
in the. oge, and unholinelsin the 
other, + | 
This I have done, with the argu- 
ments,. which I brought againſt 
"4 H 2 Witchcraft. 
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Wirckeraft;:' and ſhall noiv conſider 


what hath been objefted againſt my 
uſing the-authority of the /Ancyrarn 
Councel. Someſay that Fhave not 


quoted the Axcyrar decree faithful- } 
ly, bat have left out what 'makes 


apainſt me. Wherefore now” to 
pleaſe them; I ſhall ſerdown the be- 
gitining of the decree which before 
Was left cuit; The Wordsare' theſe. 
UF-Epiſcopi# 'corumgue  miniitri 0m- 
hn th ehiberars ſtudeant, ut 
efnicibſam & a diabolo inventam, 
orvilegam &- maleficam artem, Ireni- 
tus ox ſharochiis ſuis eradicent, Et 
aliquem virum' aut fieminam, hujuſ- 
medi ſceleris ſetatornt# invenerint ; 


turpiter dehoneſtatum: deparochiisſuis | 


ejiciant, Ait enim Apoſtolns:; He- 
reticum homimem poſt ſecundam et ter- 
tiam correptionem. devita. ' 'Sciens 
quiu ſubverſns eſt , qui ejuſmods eſt. 
Subperſi ſunt & a diabolo capti tenen- 
tur,qui direlifo creatore ſuo,a diabolo 
ſuffragia quernnt. Et ideoatalipeſte, 


munaars 
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mund ar Abett ſantl am Fcolifiam.” tn 
theſe words Twould fair know; what 
there isthat makes apainſt me. 'Un- 
Jeſs any one believes that 2Þy ' 4rv 


" if Maleficazthey-meanti:Witcheraft in 


our moderiſenſe. ' But ris-xpparent 
they didnotd, by theilaftolauſe of 
their decree, | wherein :rh8y declare 
that he is an Tnfidel and worſe than 
a Pagan, who" believes that any one 
| befidesthe Creator, carr either make 
a Creature; or'transform it 'into an 

other ſort+ of likeneſs." -'By theſe 
words 'it ' appears, how amach they 
diflent from the common” opinion 
concerning Witches which makes 
$ them able to- transform themſelves 
& othersnmro the likeneſsof beaſts, 
The*.cotimon opinion doth' alf6 
believe that Witches ds on certain 
nights ride through the air to places 
far rertivte, and ' perform ſervice to | 
the Devili' This in hike 'mahner the 
Councel doth deny. 'S&#h&# whea 
we read” it their dectee” wileficars 
H 3 arte 
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r4y tems, he-muſt not underſtand the Y ( 
 milgar Witchcraft, butſomething of | « 
— .afidther meaning. | Now. what that « 
meaning 1s,'T ſuppoſe -may, be ga-MW 
thered our hof; the--decree, which oy | 
Conſtantine the Empetour and Jrli-Wf | 
| 

J 


#175 Cefar made unto'the people, as| 
may be ſeen inthe Theodoſtamand 
[FÞrſtin..Codes; ſhall ſetit dewn word 

for word:. Nemo harnuſpicen conſulat, 

wht Mathematieum: Nemo baeriolum, 
Auguram ©: Hatem,  prgve:- eonfejſn 
conticeſcat. Chaldei, &+ magi, &£4-| 
ter, nosmtaleficos ob facinorum mag- 
nitns inem wu{gus-appellat.nec ad hanc I * 
partem : aligeid moliz tn; - Szleat = 
OMnibas pt petuodivinandhonriofrt as, = 
Etenim Juppliciorapitis tenetur,gladio 
More proſtratus, quicunque ju(ſis no- 
firis obſequint denegaverit,' Here we 
may ce; that jndicial Aftrology,'ob- 
ſerving of Bixds, & obſerving the en- 
4rals of-facrificed beaſts; are amongſt 
other things;-cenſured as alefice ar- 
#es.Ifay amongſt other things,for be- 


f1des 
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fides theſe therewete ſeveral ways of 
divination that cameunderthe ſame 
cenſure.I ſhal only 'mention ſortileg;- 
#4, 0r that kind of* Lottery 'which 
was performed by the opening ſome 
book or other, and-'obferving the 

lace which firſt opened it ſelf; The 
rinks would make uſe of Homer 
and Virgil, The Chriſtians made uſe 
the Old and New Teſtament, /eal- 
ling this' way of divination, ſortes 


fſanForum, and ſortes Apoſtolorum. 


By this time me thinks 1t plainly 
appears, that the Arcyran Councel 
in the beginning of their Decree, 
did only forbid the Heathen Religi- 
on or Superſtition and that the Fa | 
not intend our modern Witchcraft, 
which in the latter end of their 
decree they plainly evacuate by 
taking away its chief ingredients. 
The truth hereof did ſo appearunto 
many Pontifical Writers, that they 
either quarrel with the Councel its 
ſelf or with this decree. m_ 

H 4 the 
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er reſt Delrio, whom I faid to be 
ingemous than Baronzws , in 
iadaing the Decree to be- 
long. to, the | Cpuncel of Axcyra 
Whereas Baroniw refers it to a Ro- | 
au Councel under Pope Damaſas, | 
I ſay Delrio ts-by no means ingenu- | 
ous in mutilating the Decree by re- 
jofting the greater part thereof, 
=—_ that which makes againſt 
thoſe .opinions of Witches and 
Witchcraft which he endeavours to 
maintain in hjs -Magical-Difquiſiti- 
ons, - But Iam {till of Alcietsopini- 
on that thoſe who have endeavours- 
ed: to anſwer this Decree of the An- 


cyran Councel have ſaid _— to | | 


the purpoſe. 
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CHAP. V. 


An Anſwer to their Arguments 
who endeawour to prove there 
are Witches, 


Nd now it is worth the while to 
.conlider, what theſe men can 

ſay for themſelves, who ſo obſtinate- 
ly maintain there are Witches. For 
they betng on the affirmative part, 
are bound by the Laws: of diſputa- 
tion, to prove what they affirm; and 
tis ſufficient for ther adverſaries to 
confute their proofs: But alas! theſs 
men are generally ignoxant 'of the 
Hiſtory of Ages that -are gone and 
paſt, and of 'the Scriptures alſo, as to 
what concerns the queſtion in hand: 
Whereforethey are wont to wave 
arguments,.,and to cry out, this1s's 
queſtion 
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queſtion not to be diſputed on, in 
regard it 1s a matter of fa&, and 
conſequently the objed of ſenſe, not 
efieald 


n. Thus when theyare got 


to their Caſtle of defence, they | 
makea great noiſe,and cry out upon | 
the unreaſonablenels of thoſe men, | 


who will not believe what ſo many 


wor{hipful perſons in the world have 


heard and ſeen. And whatis that I | 


pray? Why they have heard Trum- 


ſound, and Drums beat, when | 


neither Trumpeter nor Drummer 
have .been near the place. They 
have ſeen chairsand ftools move up 
and down a room, when no body 
toucht them, and many other things 
as ſtrange. Thus will they tell ſto- 
ries of this nature from morning to 
night if you pleaſe, though when 
they have done, they ſay nothing to 
the purpoſe. - For ſuppoſe 'that all 
theſe ſtories were unqueſtionably 
true, yet they would not ſaffice to 
prove Witchcraft, I confeſs indeed 
| they 


y 
| 


\ 
they would evince the being of Spi- 
rits, a thing which no wiſe man can 
deny, though he doth not believe 
it: For it isone thing to doubt, and 
ariother todeny. For my own part 
I firmly believe, there are many 
thouſands of ſpirits, made of an in- 
corporeal matter, too. tine tobe per- 
ceived by the ſenſes of men. Nor 
will I gain-ſay the Authority of fo 
many im the world, who afhrm they 
have 'ſeen and heard the ſtrange 
things which Ijuſt now mentioned; 
ſuppoſing that theſe ſpirits may of- 
ten play mad pranks amongſt us. 
But ſtill T demand a reaſon, why I 
ſhould believe that they do ſo,upon 
the account of a Contract made 
with any man or woman 3 for till 
this-1s 'proved , the queſtion of 
Witchcraft ſtands unconcerned. | 

Well then, how do the afhrmers 
of it go about to prove.that any man 
or woman 1s intereſted in theſe De- 
viliſh pranks? why.truly by hay 

UC 
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ſuch ſtories as theſe; namely, that 
perſons tormented by Devils; have 


fallen'into their fits, at thefight, or 


upon © the ' tonech of "(ſpeed 
Witches : As alſo that perſons thus 


tormented, have ſeen the ' ſuſpe@ed | 


"Witches in thisor that place''6f a 
room, where no body elſe could fee 
any thing at all; thattheftanders by, 


having ſtroke with ſwords or knives | 


At the places where the Witches 


were ſaid to be:, the bewitched | 
=—_ have cryed out; that the | 
1tches were wounded m ſuch and . 


{uch parts of their bodies, though 
their bodies were then many miles 


diftant; and that ſome immediately, | 


going to their habitations' to ſee, 
have found it true. 

Now here /it is to be obferved, 
that theſe kind of ſtories are far dif- 
ferentfrom thoſe which I ſaid before 
did evince the being of Spirits ;ifor 
they are atteſted by numerous au- 
thorities, and worthy of credit: But 
os theſe 
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theſe are quite contrary, and are 
founded 'partly inthe juggling deln- 
fions of confederated- impoſtors';, 
partly: again in the | errors or ridi- 
culous miſtakes of vulgar rumours : 

uſt as the City of London , hath 
n confidently reported tobe at- 
tempted with-a Fire-ball , when a 
= Linck-boy knocking of his 

8 Link; /had left part of its flames bla- 
Zing in" a-door. Nevertheleſs, that 
$ 1 may not be tooſthict with my ad- 
F veſaries, and to'do them a courtefie 
meerly for the diſputation fake, I 
carenot if I grant, that ſome of theſe 
ſtories are true, Namely, that there 
_ have been perſons vexed by Devils 


at the fight, or upon the touch of 


ſuſpe&ted Witches, and quiet again 
{ when they were' parted; for though 
fſhould'grant this, I fee no reaſon yet 
togrdiitthere are 'Witches, but ra- 
ther to conclude, that theſe ſpirits, 
who are ſo frolick and gameſome in 
dog us 'mi{chicf, when they per- 
celve 
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ceive perſons ſuſpedted to haye ſet 
them a work, may on putpole {6 
mannage their malicious tricks, as 
to confirm the ſuſpition, promote the 
accuſation, procure the condemna- 
tion 'of theſe miſerable wretches,and 
then may count this the cream of 
their malicious jeſt, or the height of 
their frolick, to ſee poor innocent 
people hang'd. Now this anſwer of 
mine, although it be needleis, and 
. ex-abundanti, 1s far more eafie and 
unconſtrained, then any thing that 
the contrary opinion ſhall anſwer to 
thoſe objections, which may be made 
againſt that abſurd and ridiculous 
conceit, of wounding the Witches 
body at many miles , © ci | 

Again, they are wont toſay, for 
the proof of Witchcraft, that:imme- 
diately upon the threatning-or curl- 
ing, uſed by thisor that perſon,ſuch 
or: ſuch an accident hath hapned to 
the party. ſo threatned and curſed, 

Thoſe men would do well to con- 


{1der, 
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t | fider,. that this world hath ſtood 
» BY many thouſands of years, and is of 
s M vaſt extent, containing many Coun- 
eW trics or Nations full of men, and | 
-& with diverſe intereſts. and paſli- | 
18 ons; wherctore it 1s-not tobe won- | ( 
18 dred at, 1t there hath often hapned 
f{]}& init a notable concurrence of events. 
tW 'Tis certain, that poor old people 
{© when they are abuſed by the infult- 
188 ing petulancy of others, being un- 
18 able to right themſelves cither at 
t& Lawor at Combate, for want of 
od money and ſtrength of body, do 
e oftentimes vent the paſſion of thew 
sW diſcontented ſouls in threats and 
s Y curſes. 'Tisalſo certain, that many 
men troubled with Diſeaſes of the 

r 8 head, or Diſeaſes of the heart, do 
ſeem tobe in perfect health, and yet 
fall down dead on a ſudden. Now 
iftheſe two accidents ſhould meet 
together, I ſhould ſee nothing bur 
what 1s natural, nor ſhould I cry out 


-  uponthe Devil and Witchcraft. 
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- But methmks I' hear-ſome men 
objet andfay with a great deal of 
vehemenee and confidence; what 
need there be any diſpute about 
theſe ſtortes, fince parties them- 
felves have'/confeffed therr own 
Witchcraftz and can there be any 
thing clearer then felf- confeſſion ? 

* Fo this I anſwer, that the wiſeſt 
men inthe world, may by imprifon- 
ment and torture be brought to con- 
feſs any thing, whether it be true 
or falſe;as many miſcrable Creatures, 
confeſling themſelves Wiches, have 
had their Confefſions extorted from 
them by ſuch curſed means. Beſides, 
. Fdonot doubt, but ſome poor, filly. 
melancholick old- wretches, have 
really believed themſelves Witches, 
and not to be guilty of thoſtaGttons, 
which not only their fooliſh neigh- 
bours, but worſhipful men in the 
World have charged them with. 
Nor is it to be wondred at by any 
one that conliders the ſtrange effects 


of 
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of melancholly,” eſpecially if it hath 
been heightned by poverty,or want 
of good diet, by ignorance, ſolitari- 
neſs.and old age : For that ſuch kind 
of people take their very dreams to 
be real viſions and truths, I am ſure, 
not only by conſequences drawn 
from their actions reported in 
Books, but by the experieneealfoof 
my own acquaintance. The truth 
if, want of knowledge 1n the Art of 
Phyfick makes men attribute unto 
Spirits meer- natural diſtempers : 
Nay, Phyſitians themſelves, who 
have excellently laboured in Ana- 
tomy and Chymiſtry, perhaps have 
added little or nothing to the Diag- 
noſtick part of Diſeaſes, ſo happily 
begun by Hippocrates : Hence it is. 
that we are ſtill in the dark as to the 
abſtruſer diſtempers of humane bo- 
dies , eſpectally fuch as ariſe from 
melancholly ; which are of ſo many 
ſorts, and have ſuch wonderfull 
effects, that whoſoever ſhould right- 

[ ly 
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ly deſcribe them, and make them 
plainly manifeſt, he would diſcover 
unto us an unknown world. full of 
unheard of prodigious monſters. 
Thus Ihave ſufficiently anſwered 
the moſt material objections , not 
thinking it worth the while to inſiſt 
upon every trifle, ſuch as this is : 
why do not you believe that which 
ſo many thouſand of wiſe men in| 
the world have believed ? Sure they 
could not be all deceived : As if a 
man did not trumpet forth his ownf 


folly, by ſuch anargument, when 
the various Religions that have been| 
in the world, are more than enough 
to convince one, how abſurd and 
ridiculous the wiſeſt of men are in 


matters of Opinion or Belief. 
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Chap. V. Conſidered. 


Z he a very uſual though a ridicu- 


ous thing for thoſe who affirm, 
Witchcraft when they are in\com- 
pany 'with others, who deny it in- 
ſtead of arguments tg tell I know 
not what kind of ſtories concerning 
Spirits. And when they have talkt 

an hour together, you ſhall find no- 
thing in their diſcourſe, that truly 
concerns the queſtion of Witchcraft. 
In regard a man may believe not 
only Spirits but apparitions alſo, and 
Demoniacks, That 1s, He may not 
beleve only there are Spirits, but 
thatthey alſo appearunto men, and 
ſometimes poſſeſs their bodies, yet 
be far from believing Witches or 
Witchcraft. Now, if at any time 
they ſpeak pertinently tothe queſti- 
on, you ſhall find their arguments 
tobe grounded either on the folly 
Pe £2 of 
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of ſome, or the knavery of others ; 
or vulgar fabulous reports, or me- 
lancholy, or other diſcaſes incident 
to humane bodies. The truth 1s 
their arguments don't deſerve to be 
taken notice of, nevertheleſs I ſhall 
here touch upon a way of arguing 
wherein they pleaſe themſelves very 
much. *Tis this, furely he muſt needs 
be a meer Sceptick, who will not 
\ believe matter of fat witneſſed and 
atteſted by the oaths of ſo many, 
who living in ſundry ages and ſeve- 
ral Countries, have by their depo- 
fitions ſo convinced the judges that 
they have ſentenced thouſands and 
thouſands to death. He that will 
not believe there is a Witch after 
all theſe teſtimonies, may as well 
deny there was ever ſuch a man as 
Julizs Ceſar. But by their favour 
there 1s no compariſon between 
theſe two Caſes, for that there was 
ſuch a man as Julizs Ceſar, hath 
been atteſted by fuch men who 
Scre 


FC 
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were capable of ſeeing and hearing 
him, he being an object of their 
ſenſes. But Spirits being not the 
objects of ſenſe, their actions muſt 
needs be obſcure, and not ſo mani- 
feſt unto true reaſon, as obnoxious - 
unto fancy and immagination. 
Which how ſtrange and roving and 
monſtrous it is 1n many [\men, can 
hardly be explained. But again, ' 
there 1s a great deal of difference * 
between believing that there was 
ſuch a man as "mgm. & believ- 
ing of a Witch; For I cannot ſup- 
poſe that thoſe who affirm there was 
ſuch amanas Julizs Car, can have 
any deſign in ſuch an affirmation. 
Whereas the afhirmers of Witchcratt 
may palpably deſign their own 1in- 
tereſt | 1n regard there have been in 
all ages a ſort ofmen, who by a pre- 
tended holineſs, and I know not 
what kind of ſawcy acquaintance, 
with the Deity have ſet themſelves 


off unto the people to a great ad- 
c T3 vantage, 


124 Lhe Nueſtion of 
vantage, andenhanſed the value or 
price of their exerciſing Trade, 
which Trade receives great eſtima- 
tion or repute from perſons preten- 
dedly bewitched. Thirdly, I 
know not what paſſion that belongs 
to a man, can incite him to athrm 
falſely the being of fat Ceſar. | 
But envy, malice, an inſatiate defire | 
of revenge, and coveting of other | 
mens goods may ealily provoke 
nicked and unjuſt men, to ſeek the 
life of others and by perjuries or | 
falſe accuſations to charge them | 
with the fin of Witchcraft, Where- 
unto we may adde, that theſe un- 
worthy accuſations are much encou- 
raged by thoſe men, who on ſuch 
occaſions make uſe of conjuring 
prayers, and from thence do draw 
unto themſelves a falſe reputation of 
Sanctity or more, than ordinary 
communion with God. Now this 
1s certain that in the ſayings and 
actions of men, whereas we deſire a 

| truCc 
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true eſtimate, we ought chiefly to 
conſider, Cuz bono, that is for what 
end or advantage they were faid 
and done. | 


CHAP. VI 


How the Opinion of Witches 
came at firſt into the World. 


Y this time methins I cannot 

chuſe but wonder at the large 
ſpreading of this fooliſh Opinion 
amongſt men, and its taking ſuch 
deep root in their minds: But then 
again, I ceaſe to wonder whenT con- 
ſider with my ſelf, that ſome men 
areKnaves, others are Fools, and 
that all men have fear implanted in 
them by Nature, the very ſtrongeſt 
of all their paſſions ; for although-1t 
be an impious ſaying, and.irrational, 
that fear was the Bl thing which 
I 4 brought 
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brought Gods into the world, yet 
I am apt to believe, it firſt of all 
brought in theſe omnipotent De- 
vils, that contract with Witches : 
For melancholick perſons being ex- 
ceeding timerous by Nature, and 
of exceeding ſtrong imaginations, 
upon the ſeeing or hearing of any 
frightful thing are very prone unto 
troubleſome dreams, and apt to 
create ſtrange apparitians in their 
own brains - which dreamsand ap- 
aritions, no man in the world ſhall 
perlwade them to the contrary, but 
that they are real truths, eſpecially 
if ther melancholly beexcetlive, 
and border upon madneſs: Add 
hereunto, that other men not ad- 
dicted to melancholly, may upon 
ſundry occaſions meet with appariti- 
ons3 namely, ſometimes when they 
arefſick of Feavers, ſometimes when 
their minds have been poſſeſled.and 
their imaginations wrought upon by 
frightful ſtories; and ſometimes a- 
*LY gan, 
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gain, when their eyes being weak, 
they walk in a thick air towards 
evening by the water fide. Not to 
mention thoſe diſturbances which 
may ariſe in mens fancies from an 
mordinate diet, either in quantity 
or quality, and from ſundry other 
irregularities, it being eaſte for a 
man to be troubled with the Night- 
mare, before he ſhall be able to get 
faſt aſleep, if he goeth intoa cold 
bed when his body is ſtiff with cold. 

Now that theſe and many other 
like occaltons did oftentimes prefent 
apparitions unto men, was well 
enough known unto thoſe who go- 
verned the ancient world, eſpecially 


_ the Eaſtern parts thereof, for they 


were wiſe Politicians, famous 1n their 
Generations, and very well expe- 
rienced in the Nature of Man: 
wherefore knowing how furiqus 
and head-ſtrong a Beaſt the Multi- 
tude is, not to be dealt with unlefs 
you come as it were on their blmd 
de, 
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fide, that is, unleſs you take them by 
the weakeſt part, lay hold on their 
paſſion of fear, (I ſay knowing this) 
they promoted theſe fears of the 
people, and improved them for the 
deſigns of Government. Hence it 
cameto paſs, that whatſoever was 
extraordinary in Nature, and apt to 
aſtoniſh, they .aſcribed unto theſe 
Apparitions or Spirits: Namely, in 
the ſtarry Heavens, the Eclipſes of 
the Sun and Moon, Thunder = 
Lightning in the Clouds, Peſtilentia 
ſeaſons, and ſeaſons of Famine here 
below. and alſo the moſt hideous of 
Diſeaſes, whether they were ſtrange 
kind of Tumours in the body , or | 
Convullion fits, or ſeveral forts of 
madneſs, and the like: For the re- 
medying of which diſaſtrous acci- 
dents, and the taking away of their 
malignant effects, many Charms or 
Spells were ordained, many exor- 
cifing or conjuring prayers were 1n- 
vented 3 Ina word, many Religious 
Rites 
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Rites or. Ceremonies of worſhip 
were inſtituted, with a world of va- 
riety and fancy. The Aeyptians, 
that ancient and wiſe people, the 
very Fathers of learning, had are- 
ſpect unto . theſe kind of Spirits in ' 
their publick worſhip, as may be 
gathered from Plutarch in his Trea- 
tiſe concerning the decay of Oracles, 
where he brings 1n this conſideration 
of their Religious Rites, as a proba- 
ble. argument, that they were the 
firſt Opiners of Demons; I mean, the 
firſt that brought in the Opinion of 
the exiſtence of Devils, 

In proceſs of time, theſe actions 
of the Prieſts, and grand Politicians 
of the world, began to be imitated 
by private perſons, not only men, 
but women alſo, ſuch as ſhe was that 
dwelt at Endor ; for what will not 
{ome attempt to do, when a necel- 
litous poverty doth torment them, 
with a greedy deſire of gain? Thete 
kind of thirking people, a Genem- 


"Jaw * 
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tion of impudent Liars, 'Mounte- 
banks in Divinity and Phylſick, have 
all along peſter'd the Ages in which 
they lived. Hippocrates treating 
met ispns rbre, Or the Falling Sicknels, 
hath excellently well deſcribed the 
knaviſh impoſtures of ſome in his 
times, who to cloak their ignorance 
of that Diſeaſe, pretended 1t came 
immediately from the hand of Gad, 
and therefore was to be cured with 
certain expiations and charms. Theſe 
men, he faith, had nothing but God 
1m their mouths, and yet notwith- 
ſtanding this holineſs, they baſely 
deluded the people with Magick 
cheats: So alſo did the Heathen 
Divines, I mean their pretended 
Philoſophers , men full of words 
and beards, who for the love of gain, 
and a croud of Diſciples, would fre- 
quently make ſhew of I know not 
what ſublime kind of knowledge, 
and intimate acquaintance with the 
Deity, by vertue whereof , they 
| would 


| 
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would undertake to charm an exor- 
ciſe the evil ſpirits. L#c:ar m his 
- Dialogue, Entituled og wwits , lo- 
vers-of lyes, makes very good ſport 
with theſe kind of knaves. 

Now when Hunger and Cove- 
touſheſs had engaged private per- 
ſons, in ſuch kind of actions as the 
Prieſts 'were engaged in out of poli- 
cy, they not enduring to ſee their 
Office invaded, did declare unto 
the World, That all ſuch as invaded 
ſacred things, contrary to the due 
Rites and Ceremomes, were lo far 
from any Communion with the 
Gods, that they were rather aban- 
doned by them, and expoſed unto 
the ſociety of evil Spirits; by which 
Converſation they became full of 
malice, and all ſorts of vice and mil- 
chief , hike unto the. Devils with 
' whom they converſed:; for that this 
was the aflertion of the ancient 
Chaldean Prieſts, 1s evident in that 


Treatiſe of Jamblichzs. which treats 
of 
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of the myſteries of the Egyptians, 
Caldeans and Aſſyrians; And thus 
I ſuppoſe I have given a true ac- 
count of the riſe and origineof 
Witchcraft. 

But howſoever this opinion of 
Witches might probably take its 
firſt riſe inthe Eaſtern parts,it quick- 
ly afocame into theWeſt,and there- 
at length it very much prevailed, by 
reaſon of the Platonick Philoſo- 
phers : For theſe men being ad- 
dicted unto Fabling and Allegori- 
zing, became ſo vain, as'to turn, by 
an overweening credulity, their Fa- 
bles and Metaphors into reality. I 
confeſs this Dodrine of theirs, that 
Knowledge and Vertue are the two 
things which puriftie the Soul of 
man, and bring it into a God-like 
perfection, 1s praiſe-worthy: As alſo 
on the contrary, that Vice and ig- 
norance corrupt men with a Diabo- 
lical and Beſtial pravity : Never- 


thelcſs *tis not to be endured , that 


ſuch 
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ſuch fimilitudes as theſe, ſhould be 
the ground of aſſerting ſome mens 
viſions and frequent conferences 
with the Gods, other mens atlocia- 
tions and confederacy with Devils: 
For my part, I can ſee no ditterence 
between the actions of the Phyloſo- 
phical Heathen Prieſt, and the Ma- 
gician or Witch, but only this, that 
the one had Law or Authority on 
his fide, the other had not. This 
is ſo manifeſt, that Yalentinian and 
Valerian,thoughChriſtian Emperors, 
were fain to gratifie the greater part 
of their Subjects,being Heathens, by 
making a Law, wherein they did 
vindicate the Religion of their An- 
ceſtours, that 1s the Heathen, from 
the foul aſperſion of Witchcwatt. 
This Law maybe found inthe The- 
odoſian Code, thoughit be left out in 
that of Jaſtiniar. 

In a word. whoſoever ſhall read 
the Platonick writings, he ſhall find 


them full of confident Diſcourſe 
about 
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about that which they did not un- 
derſtand., concerning the Gods, Dx- 
mons, and Spirits of men: Much do 
they talk of a Familiar Spirit which 
every man hath, calling it ſometimes 
the 8 3:4, ſometimes 5 aver, ſome- 
times the 5 Lanza; iuas Juuw, Nor 1s 
it to be wondred at, if Chriſtian 
Authors have too much exceeded 
on ſuch ſubjects; 1n regard 'tis well 
enough known how much the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians admired the P/a- 
tonick, Se. Nor isit unlikely, that 
in their frequent Exorcifings and 
Conjurations, they did but imitate 
the Platonicks, who themſelves did 
therein but tread the ſteps of the an- 
cient egyptian Prieſts : Amongſt 
whom it was uſual to Conjure the 
Devils with ſtrange kind of threats, 
namely. that if they would not do as 
the Prieſts would have them, they 
would threaten to tear the Heavens 
alunder. and to reveal the ſecret of 
I6s , with other threats of the like 
Nature 
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Nature; asmay be ſcen in the afore. 
laid Treatiſc of Fawblicws. 


© IS : — _—— 
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Chap,VI, Conſidered. 


HE Religion of the aricient 
Heathens did mainly conſiſt of 

ſuch kind of ſacrifices and other ce- 
monies, as were ordained partly to 
conciliate and procure the favour 
and afliftance of good fpirits. 
Through fuch kind of facrifices as 
theſe Longinazeus the Platopiſt 
told Saint Argrſtine that the way to 
true happineſs did lead, for there 
was no communication with the 
Gods, as the Platoniſts held but by 
the mediation of good Demon: 
whom they affirmed to be the meſ- 
ſengers and interpreters between 
Godsand men, inſomuch that Plats 
himſelf makes the whole buſineſs 
or art of Religious Prieſts whether 
Prophefte or Miracles, or facrificesto 
K depend 


depend on Demons, Oi re, faith 
Plato ſpeaking of the Demoriacal 
nature, 2 warm 1 mo 26þ6) x} 5 lephar 
Thx 5 Tt weet Ts Voice of Tds imudts of Thr 
walluar miouy x, prriiev. Now the way 
which the Prieſt inſiſted on in 
Courting and: .procuring the pre- 
ſence of good D4mons, as allo in 

chacing away the bad, was to ob- 
| ſerve the Sympathies and Antipa- 
thies between Czleſtial and Ter- 
reſtrial things. Which being right- 
ly obſerved, they were able as they 
pretended to make due compoſiti- 
ons of things Terreſtrial, in their ſa- 
crifices for the gaining of their in- 
tended purpoſes with the powers 
Czleſtial. As may be ſeen more at 
large mn the Treatiſe of Proclzs, con- 
cerning Sacrifice and Magick. But 
whenprivate Perſons pretended to. 
divination charms, railing of the 
dead. invocation. of Demons, and 
ſuch like ations of the Prieſts. The 
Prieſtobjected againſt them, their 
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inſatticiency in the art of facri- 
ficing, and affirmed that 'by ſuch 
illegal facrifices, the communi- 
on of the good Demons coutd not be 
obtained, but only that of the Bad; 
by which means ſuch illegal intru- 
ders into. the Prieſtly Office, came 
at length to be infected with Diabo- 
lical natures. In proceſs of time 
Chriſtianity getting foot into the 
World, the ou and Heathens 
lookt upon Chriſt as a Witch, and 
Chriſtianity as Witchcraft. Tacitzs 
doth down right, call it Maleficium: 
But the other ſide when the Chriſti- 
ans got uppermoſt, they were quit 
with the Heathens, and paid then 
intheir own coyn: For they confi- 
dently affirmed, that the Heathen 
Religion was a Commerce with De- 
vils, and upon that ſcore, ſeveral 
Laws were made againſt the pra- 
iſe of it, eſpecially there was one 
or two Laws, I mean that of Conſtar- 
tins and Julianus, written Ad Popu- 


lum, which I have already cited 
K 2 abou 
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about the Ancyran Council, as alſo 
that other of theirs written Ad Tan- 
rum prefetun pretorio,which if they 
had beenthrougly executed, might 
have deſtroyed half the Roman 
Empire 3 For though the govern- 
ment was in the handsof the Chri- 
ſtians, the better half did m theſe 
days ſtill adhereto theold Heathen 
Worlhip, which was now condemn- 
cd as guilty of Witchcraft. The 
truth 1s not long after inthe days of 
Valentinian the elder ( as may be 
{cenin Ammianus Marcellinws) One 
Maximms a baſe fellow but gotten it 
ſeems into office did take occaſion 
hereby to torture and kill people 
of all forts and conditions in Rome, 
in ſo much that the Senate it ſelf fin- 
ding itto be every mans caſe, no 
man knowing whoſe turn ſhould be 
next were fain to interpoſe, by fend- 
ing a folemn me to Valentian, 
which took fuch effe& as tocauſe 
that reſcript unto the Senate, which 

| vindicated 


| 


of Witchc 


vindicated the heathen religion 
from the aſperſion of Witchcraft, I 
{hall ſet it down word for word. 


Imp. Valcnt. Val. & Grat. AAA, 
Ad Senatimn. 


Haruſpicinam ego nul/um cum ma- 
m canſts habere conſortinm ju- 
ico. Neque ipſam ant aliquam pre- 
terea conceſſam a majorivns religio- 
nem genms eſſe arbitror criminis, Te- 
Stes ſunt leges a me in exordio imperiz 
mei date quibus unicuique quod a- 
nimo imbibiſſet colendi lers facultas 
tributa eſt. Nec haruſpicinam repre- 
hendimus ſed nocenter exerceri veta- 
#5, Thus we ſee how Witches 
cameinto the world. firſt the Prieſts 
called private men ſo. Afterwards 
Prieſts of different Religions called 
one another ſo, and condemned one 
anothers religions upon the account 
raſk or Commerce with 

Devils. The truth is the Platonick 
K 3 Phi- 
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Philoſophers ar Divines for the 
Prieſts were generally of that ſect, 
did fo ts pretend to the 
knowledge of Spirits, and to an in- 
timate acquaintance with them, as I 
can hardly blame thoſe who cenſu- 
red themas Witches. Can any one 
read the lives of Plotinys Tambli- 
c#5,, and others without amazement. 


*T'was as caſie forivoth for one of 


theſe fellows to call a Demor ,or a 
Go, into their preſence, as for ano- 
ther man to call his own ſervant.But 
indeed, I the leſs wonder at thoſe 
les which the Platoriſts have fo 
treely vented, coaczrning Spirits or 
Dxmons, -in regard their Maſter 
Plato concludes his Tirexs .with this 
Doctrine, that as the bodies of men 
are cured with hurtful medicines if 
wholeſome ones wont ſerve turn. So 
the ſouls of men, if they wontbe led 
by trath, are to be reſtrained with 
ies. Upon this account he there com- 
menas that fiftion of the tranſmigra- 
"> mon 
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of ſouls, andin particular he praiſ- 
eth that Homer the Poet, for-mak- 
ing uſe of ancient Fablcs.- Indeed, 
had the Platonick Philoſophy been 
written in Verſe, -Plato might have 
been as excuſable,as Homer & thePla- 
toniſts as the Poets upon the account 
of Poetical fiction, But now who 
can read with patience, ſuch noto- 
rious hes in Proſe. 


tt 


CHAP. VII 
The Concluſion, 


4+Hus -£-have' in the firſt place 
ſhewn;. that” there is no ſuch 
thing as a Witeh 1m Scripture : Se-' 
condly, -that--it: took '1ts _—_— 
from Heathen Fables. ' Thirdly, that 
it was afterwards improved by Pa- 
{ palimpoſtures. In the fourth -place, 
I -have produced ſeveral arguments 
K 4 againſt 
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againſt the affirmers of Witcheraft. 
Fifthly, I have anſwered their Ar- 
guments to the contrary. Sixthly | 
and laſtly, I have endeavoured to 
ſhew by what means this Opinion of 
Witches came into the world ; all 
which I have handled ſuccindly, 
pointing as it were at the heads of 
things, and leavin "G it unto ſome 
aber pen, to handle this queſtion 
more at large; A thing which 1s 
very uſeful to be done; for if the Do- 
ctrine of Wifchctatt ſhotld be car- 
ried up to a heighth, and the inqui- 
ſition after it ſhquld be antes | If 
the hands of Ambitibus, Covetous; 

and malicious men, it would prove 
of farmore fatal conſequence untd © 
the lives and fafety of mankind;theh 

that anttent Heatheniſh 'cuſtome of 
Sacrificing men unto Idol Gods; m- 
ſomuch, that. we ſtand in need of 
another Hercules liberator , who as 
the former freed the world from 
humane Sacrifices , ſhould in like 


Manner 
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manner travel from. Country to 
Country, and by his all-command- 
ing Authority, free it from this evil 
and baſe cuſtome of torturing peo- 
ple to confeſs themſelves Witches, 
and burning them after extorted 
_ Confeſſions. Surely, the blood of 
men ought not to be ſo cheap, nor 
ſo eaſily to be ſhed, by ſuch who un- 
der the Name of God, do gratific 
exorbitant paſſtons and ſelfiſh ends; 
for without queſtion, under this fide 
Heaven, there is nothing o ſacred. 
asthe life of man, for the preſervati- 
on whereof; all Polices or Forms of 
Government, all Laws and Magt- 
ſtrates,are moſt efpecially ordained : 
Wherefore I preſume, that this dif- 
courſe of mine, attempting to prove 
the vanity and impoſhbility of 
Witchcraft, is ſo far from any de» 
ſerved cenſure and blame, that it 
rather deſerves commendation and 
praiſe, if I can but in the leaſt 
meaſure contribute to the ſaving of 
the lives of men. : Chap. 
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Chap, 7. Conſidered. 


O Handle the queſtion of 
- | Whrtchcraft largely , would 
be a work of labour Tadeed, For 
It would require an interpretation of 
words, an account of Hiſtory 'and 
Laws, asalſo of the wonders which 
may be produced, by Mathematical 
and Chymical operations. It would 
likewiſe require, a diligent inveſti- 
gation or ſearch, into the paſſions 
diſeaſes and various infirmities, inci- 
dent.unto men and women, eſpeci- 
ally that of deluded imagination. 
However I hope, thoſe , hints 
whichT have here given, may.prove 
uſeful, eſpecially unto the ingenious 
Reader that can enlarge upon them 
with his own thoughts, Three things 
I have chicfly infiſted upon. 1. 
That the opinion of Witchcraft is 
| not 
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not to be found in Scripture, . '2. 
That Politique intereſt hath found- 
ed it on fables. 3. That thoſe fables 
diſcoyer themſclyes to be ſo, by 
their impoſſibility. Indeed amon 

Heathens, they ſeemed not impoſh- 
ble; but conſonant unto their great 
dodrine of the two principles of 
good andevil. But amongſt Chri;, 
{tians tisotherwiſe, who believe but ' 
one omnipotent, and him too goad 
for malicious actions. Wherefore 
whoſoever will undertake, to aver 
throw this diſcourſe of mine (that 
we may bring things to an iſſue) I 
ſhall be content to ſubſcribe, if he 
can but prove one of the two. Either 
that the DoGrine of Witchcraft. - 
hath not been built upon ſuch 
effets, as the transformations of 
creatures: Orelſe that theſe effects, 
are poſhihle for the Devil to per- 
form. The firſt muſt be proved 
Hiſtorically 3 and here he will have 
na help from the Inquiſfitors of 
heretical 
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heretical pravity, whoin their vari- 

tryals ate condemnattons of 
Witches, have 'procceded on the 
ſuppoſition of ſuch effects. The ſe- 
cond mult be proved Philofophical- 
_ Iv, and notby the teſtimony ofmen. 
Fer it is far more caſte, and far more 
rational to believe, that witneſſes 
and lyars and perjured perſons, than 
itis to believe; that an old Wo- 
man can turn herſelf, or any body 
ele into a Cart, yet I confeſs, the 
witneſſes may not alwayes be liars, 
but only deluded. For foſtrongly 
hath this opinion poſleſſed the 44 
cies of men, that tis probable ſome 
men have really believed, an Old 
Woman to have been the Hare, 
which they hunted ; when they 
haveloſt the Hare, on a ſudden, and 
found her panting. So they might 
believe as long as they pleaſed, But 
were Iof the Jury, a Hundred of 
them ſwearing ſhould never make 
me believe ſotoo. And now me 
thinks, 


| 


thinks, - Ican not think without 
trembling and horror, on the vaſt 
numbers of people that in ſeveral 
ages, and ſeveral Countries have 
been facrificed unto this Idol opini- 
on. Thouſands, ten thouſands. are 
upon record to have been (lain, and 
many of them not with ſimple 
deaths, but horrid exquiſite tortures. 
And yet how many are there more, 
who have undergone the ſame fate 
of whom we have no memorial ex- 
tant, Since therefore the Opinion 
of Witchcraft isa meer ſtranger un- 
to Scripture, and wholly alien from 
true Religion. Since it 15ridiculous, 
by aſſerting fables and impoſlbili- 
ties. Since it appears when duly 
conſidered to beall bloody, and full 
of dangerous conſequence, unto the 
lives and ſafety of men. Thope that 
with this my Diſcourſe oppoſing an 
abſurd and pernicious crror Ihave 
not at all diſobliged, any ſober 
unbiaſed perſon; eſpecially if he _ | 
oO 
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of ſuch ingenuity, as to have freed 
himſelf from a laviſh ſubjeQtion , 
unto thoſe prejudicial opinions, 
which Cuſtome and education, do 
with too much Tyranny impoſe. 


BY 
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Y wayof Appendageto 
the preceding Diſcourſe, 


I thought to have tranſ- 


' lated one of Lucian's Dia- 
logues, called Lovers of 
Lyes ; but being informed 
that it was already tranſ- 
lated , I only ordered the 
Book-ſeller to Reprint it : 
Nor can it chuſe but pleaſe 
the Reader, to ſee that the 
. World is the ſame World 


#alland that fifi 


teen hundred 


years ago, men ha4the ſame 
bumors andthoughts inrela- 
lation tothe queſtionin hand, 


as 


| gO | | 

as they have now adayes: 
For between ſome men now 
alrue, and thoſe whom the 
incomparable wit deſcribes 
in his Ingenions Dialogue, 
there is no difference to be 
perceived, but only this, 
that they inthe Dialogue did 
wear long Beards , whereas 
now tis the faſhion to cut 
. the beardoff, or atleaft to 
cut it very ſhort. 


IS1 


THE 
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__—_ are ſome who. wonder, that 
T would offer to A#nex unto m 
book, a Dialogue of Lucian, whos as 
they ſay was a known Atheiſt. ' Butt 
on the Contrajy, he had too much Wit 
and Learning tobe one. Nor did I 
ever meet with an Atheiſt in all m 
life, as to my own knowledge z re 

therefore am apt to believe, that $hoſe 

who are recorded ſuch in Hiſtory, were 
rather reputed then, real Atheiſts: 

However Tam ſure, this Dialogue *s 

not Atheiſtical. Otherwiſe Sir Tho- 

mas Moore, would never have taken 
the pains totranſlate it, out of Greek 
into Latine; and ſo to make it more 
communicable unto the Chriſtian 

World. T fay Sir Thomas Moore, 
A Man who for his Wit and Learning 
and Vertue, was whilſt he lived, an 

L ornament 
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ornament unto this his Country; and 
ſrnce his death,by his never dying fame, 
he ſtill continues to adorn it. But why 
fhould Ttrouble my ſelf, to giae any fur- 
ther ſatisfaFion, unto a ſort of men, 
who know nothing but a Syllogiſm, and 
: whoſe Palats pn reliſh nothing, which 
i not Metaphyſically diſputed, on both 
ſtdes of the queſtion, with a widetur 

uod fic, 4 ard videtur quod non ? 
Wherefore T ſhall no longer detain the 
Reader, from this excellent Dialogue, 
which T hawing often Read, did as 
often find my pleaſure renewed ;, in 
obſerving with what exquiſite art, and 
delicatneſs of wit, our moſt ingenious 
Author, diſcovers the lying Spirit of 
Men. 
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Lovers of LIES : 
A DIALOGUE 


Made by the Famions 
LOCIAN 


The Speakers, Tychiades and 
Philocles. 


Tychiadts. An you tell me the 
reaſon , Phzlocles . 
why moſt men deſire to he, and de: 
light not only to ſpeak fictions 
themſelves, but give bufic attention 


to others who do? 


Philocles. There be many reaſons, 
Tychiades, which compel ſome men 
toſpeak untruths, becauſe they lee 
tis profitable. 

L 2 Tychiades. 
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Tychiades. This isnothing to the 
purpoſe, My queſtion concern'd 
not them who lye for profit : for 
ſuch deſerve pardon, and ſome 
praiſe, who have thereby defeated 
their enemies, and uſedit as a pre- 
ſervative againſt dangers, like V/;/- 
ſes, who by ſuch flights ſecured his 
own life, and the return of his com- 
panions. But I now ſpeak of thoſe, 
who prefer the very Lic before 
Truth, and take pleaſure to buſie 
themſelves in Fables, without any 
neceſſary judgement. TI would fain 
know what motives ſuch men have 
to-do o. | 

Philocles. Have you met with any 
born with ſuch a natural love to ly- 
ing ? 

Tychiades, There are many ſuch. 

Philocles. What other motive can 
they have not to ſpeak truth, but 
their madneſs 2 Elſe certainly, they 


would never prefer the worſt thing 
before the belt. 


F 
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Tychzades. 
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Tychiades. This is nothing 3 ſince 
I can ſhow you many of great dil- 
cretionand wiſdom in other things, 
who yet are Captives to this delu- 
fion, and love of lies,, Nor amTa 
little troubled to ſee men of excel- 
lent judgement in other things, take 
delight to deceive themſelves and 
others. You cannot but know thoſe 
Ancients better then I, Herodots, 
Cteſtgas in Cnidian, and the Poets 
before them, Homer eſpecially 3 All 
men of greatname, whole writings 
are ſtored with fictions. So that they 
not only decerved their hearers then 
but have conveyd their lies to us alfo 
ina preſerved ſucceſſion of excellent 
Poety and Verſes. Icannot, there- 
fore, but bluſh for them, as often as 


'they ſpeak of a Schiſme in Heaven, 


of Prometheus chains, the Gyants In- 
{urreftion, and the whole Tragedy 
of Hell. How Jupiter, alſo, for love 
became a.Bull or Swan ; and howa 
woman was transform'd into a Fowl 
L 3 Or 
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or Bear. Befides their Pegaſws's, Chy+ 
mera's, Gorgon's, Cxcbop's, and the 
like ſtrange prodigious fables, fit on- 
ly to recreate the minds of Chil- 

ren, who yet fear Goblins ,'and 
Fayries. Bat theſe are things tolera- 
blein Poets. How ridiculous 1s it 
that whole Cites and Nations 
ſhould unanimouſly agree in a pub- 
lick lie? Thus the Cretars are not 
aſhamed to ſhow Jupiters Tomb. 

The Athenians ſay, that EriGhonins 
grew from the earth ; and that the 
firſt people of Attica ſprung from 
thence, like Coleworts. Yet theſe 
ſpeak much modeſtlier then the 
Thebans, who derive themſelves 
from a Serpents teeth ſown. Yet 
he who takes not ſuch ridiculous 
fictions for true, but upon diſcreet 
examin#tion thinks it proper only 
for a Corebus, or Mareites, to bc- 
heve that Triptolemus was carried 
through the Air by winged Dra- 
xons; or that Pan came afliſtant to 
| the 
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the Greeks from Arcadia into Mara- 
thon; or that Orithyia was raviſht 
by Boreas 3 is held irreligious and 
fooliſh, for diſſenting from ſuch 
clear and evident truths. So power- 
tulis areceived he. 

Philocles.. Yet both Poets, Tychi- 
ades, and Cities are thus excuſable, 
that the one mingle fiqions with 
their writings, the better to take 
their readers. The Athenians, The- 
bans, and other Countries, make 
their beginnings more majeſtick, 
from ſuch fabulous Originals, Be- 
ſides, ſhould all fiction be baniſht- 
Greece, how many reporters would 
dye of Famine ? Since none there 
are patient to hear truth ſpoken 
gratis. In my judgement, therefore, 
they who delight in lics, for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe they are 
les,are moſt deſervedly to be laught 
at. 
Tychiades, You ſay true. I now 


came from the learned Emcrates, 
L 4 where 
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wherelT heard many things fabulous, 
and incredible; or rather leaving 
them-in the mid(t of their diſcourſes, 
impatient of narrations ſo much be- 
yond bclief, like ſo many Hobgob- 
lins they ſcared me away with their 
prodiges and wonders. 

Philocles. Eucrates, Tychiades, 1s 
a man of credit, nor can I beheve 
that one of ſodeep a beard, of the 
age of threeſcore, and of ſuch con- 
tinued ſtudy 1n Phyloſophy, ſhould 
endure to hear another faign in his 
preſence, much leſsthat he ſhould 
ofter to faign himſelf. | 

Tychyades. You know not, my 
friend, what lies he told, how con- 
{tantly he attirmed them, and min- 
gled Oathes with his fictions, and 
produced his children for witneſles. 
So that I looking upon him, thought 
variouſly ; ſometimes that he was 
mad, and beſide himſelf; ſometimes 
that being a cheater he had long 
ſcape'd my diſcovery; and had _ 
> ys 
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ried about a contemptible Ape in a 
Lyons ſhape: ſo abſurd were his dil- 
courles. 

Philocles, In the name of 7 eſta, 
What were they, Tychiades ? bo. 
to know what coſenage he coul 
diſguiſe with ſo long a beard. 
 Tychiades, 1 uffally, at other 
= when I had leiſure, Tyc974des, 
viſited him. Butto day having OC- 
caſion to ſpeak with Leontichus , 
(who as you know, is my intimate 
friend) and being told by his boy, 
thas he was carly in the morning 
gone to vilit Excrates, who lay fick, 
as well to meet Leont! ichas, as to ſee 
him, (of whoſe ſickneis I was till 
then ignorant) I went. thither , 
where I found not Leexticixs, (W ho 
as they faid, was newly departed) 
but a crowd of others ; Among 
whom was Cleodemys the Peripate- 
tick, Dinomachxs the Stoick, and 
Tron; you know him; he that i 1s {0 


admired for Plato's diſcourles, Na 
ec 


2: 
S; 
| 
'4 


ing his difeaſe, of which they had 
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he onely underſtood  exatly his 
meaning, and wereable tobe his in- 
terpreter to others. You ſee what 
men I name to you; All Sages, fa- 
med for vertue, heads of their ſe- 
veral ſets; 'All venerable, and car- 
rying an awfull terrour in their 
looks. There was preſent alſo 


, Antigonws the Phyſitian, ſent for, I 


ſuppoſe, out of neceſlity of the dil- 
eaſe. Though Emcrates ſeemed to 
be much upon the recovery, and his 
ſickneſs not dangerous. For the hu- 
mour was again fallen into his feet. 
As ſoon as Excrates ſaw me, remit- 
ting his voice, he feebly bad meſit 
down by him on the bed; whom, as 
T entred, IT heard lowd and ſhrill. I 
very careful not to touch his feet, 


| and uſing the accuſtomed comple- 


ment, that I knew not of his fick- 
neſs, but upon the firſt intimation 
came poſt, fate near him. The dif- 
courſe of the company was concern- 


In 
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in part already ſpoken; and were 
then going on, each ſeverally to pre- 
{cribe a ſeveral medicine, and cure. 
Take up from the ground, faid 
Cleodemys , with your left hand the 
tooth of a weeſil , ſo kilFd asI 
ſaid before, bind it in a Lyonsskin, 
newly flead,then wrap it about your 
leggs, and your pain will preſently 
ceaſe. *Tisnot ina Lyons skin, asT 
have heard, ſaid Dinromachxs, but 
in a Virgin Hindes skin unbuckt 
And ſothe receit 1s more probable : 
For aDeeris ſwift, and moſt ſtrong, 
of feet. A Lyon, indeed, 1s (trong, 
and his fat, and right paw, and the 
ſtiff hairs of his beard are of great 
yertue, if one know how to apply 
them every one with his proper 
charm. But they promite (nall cure 
of the gout. I alſo, once thought 
ſaid Cleoderrxs, that a Stags skin was 
tobe uſed for his fleetneſle; but 
ſince a certain wife Lybiar hath me 
taught otherwiſc, and told me that 
Lyons 
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Lyonsare ſwifter then Bucks ; for 
they, ſaid he, catch theſe in hunting. 
The reſt praiſed his reaſon, as well 
delivered by the Lybian Then ſaid 
I, doyou chink ſuch diſeaſes, as this, 
are cured by charms, or that an in- - 
ward malady 1s eaſed by an outward 
ſpell > Whereat they ſmiled , and 
ſeemed much to condemn my (Glly- 
neſs , asnot knowing a thing fo re- 
ceived , and not gainſaid, or dif- 

proved by any td man. 
Antigonws thePhylitian ſeemed plea- 
fed with my queſtion; who, it ſeems 
was formerly neglected in his offers 
to cure Excrates by the preſcriptions 
of his Art 3 which enjoyn'd him to 
abſtain from wine, to eat herbs, and 
to ſtudy more remilly. Cleodemys, 
inthe mean time, {miling, replyed, 
ſaying, db you think it incredible , 
_—_— that ſuch ſpells ſhould be 
CR to cure Jiſcaſes ? Ido, _ 
or am I of ſo groſs a ſenſe, 
believe that ſuch outward eB 


which 
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which have no affinity with the 
ſprings and cauſes of the infirmity 
within, ſhould work, by charm, as 
you pretend, or by Impoſture ; or 
upon their bare application ſhould 
in{tillcures. A thing not to be ef- 
tected, though one ſhould bind fix- 
teen whole weelils in the Nemear 
Lyons skin. I have often ſeen a Lyon 
halt , and'go lame with pain 1n his 
whole skin. You are a very puny, 
ſaid Dinomachys.and have not learnt 
to know what power ſuch ſpels have 
over diſeaſes. Nor ſeem to me to 
- underſtand the expulſion of periodi- 
cal feavers , the charming of 'Ser- 
pents.,and aſlwaging of botches, and 
other things performed by every old 
woman. All which being frequently 
done, why ſhould you think curesot 
this nature iwpoſſible? You pile tog 
much, Dinomachae., ſaid I, and ac- 
cording to the proverb, drive out 
one nail with another. Nor doth it 
appear, that the things you ſpeak of, 
are 


— 
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are by ſuch power effected. If, 
therefore, you prove not to me firſt 
by reaſon, that 'tis naturally poſſible 
that a feaver, or blayn, ſhould be 
frighted with a divine name, or bar- 
barous ſpell, and thereupon forlake 
the place ſwoln, you have but hi- 
therto uttered old wives tales. Thus 
ſaying, ſaid Dinomachas, you ſcem 
not to believe there are Gods; ſince 
you think it beyond the power of 
their namesto work cures. Say not 
ſo, Good Sir, quoth I, for there may 
without impediment be Gods, and 
yet your preſcriptions may be de- 
ceitful and falſe. I adore the Gods, 
and behold their cures, and recove- 
ries of ſick people by regular medi- 
cines and Phylick. ſculapizs, and 
his followers heal'd the diſeaſed by 
wholeſome preſcriptions, not by the 
application of Lyons and Weellls. 
Let him enjoy his opinton, ſaid To, 
] will report to you a miraculous. 


paſſage. When I was a Boy, about 


tho 
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the age of fourteen years, one came 
and told my father, that Midas his 
Vinedreſler, a ſtout induſtrious (er- 
vant, about the time of full market 
lay ſtung of a Serpent, which pre- 
ſently gangren'd his leg. For as he 
was bending a vine, and winding it 
about a pole, the Snake crept to 
him,and biting him by the great toe, 
preſently {ſipt away, and retired in- 
to a hole; Whereupon he cryed out, 
and was ready to expire with pam. 
In the cloſe of the relation we faw 
Midas himſelf, brought by his fel- 
| Jow fervants in a chair, ſwoln all 
over, diſcolour'd, in appearance 
rankled, and ſcarce able to breath. 
My father being much grieved, a 
certain friend of his, there preſent, 
ſaid, Take courage, Sir, 1 will pre- 
| ſently fetch a Chaldear, who (hall 
cure him. Not to be tedious, the 
Babylonian came, reſtored Midas. 
and drew the venom from his body 
by a charm, and by the TP 

O 
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of a ſtone, cut from the pillar of a 
deceaſed Virgin, to his feet; and, 
which is yet more. das rifing from 
the chair, in which he was brought, 
went back into the field; fo power- 
full was the charm, and the ſtone 
taken from the tomb. Among his 
many other miracles, which he 
wrought,he went one morning early 
intoa field, where having pronoun- 
ced ſeven certain ſacred names ,, 
taken out ofan ancient book, and 
purged the place with brimſtone 
and taper,and walkt it thrice round, 
he aſſembled to him all the Serpents 
of the country : So that drawn by 
force of the charm came many 
Snakes, Afpes, Vipers, Efts, Dartars, 
Lizards and Toadess only one an- 
cient Dragon was left behind, who 
for age, I believe, .and not being 
able to crawl - difobey'd .the ſpelt]. 
= Whereupon, all arenot here, faid 
the Magician, and preſently ſelect- 
tg one of the youngeſt: Serpents, 
ſent 


ſent him Embaſſadour to. the Dra- 
gon. Whonot long after came alla, 
When they were all aſſembled, the 
Babylonian putt upon them, and pre> 
ſently to our aſtoniſhment they wer 
all burnt with his breath. Then (aid 
I, pray tell me or, did-the youn 

Serpent. Embaſladour. lead the ol 
or did he ſupport himſelf by a ſtaff? 
You are merry, ſaid Cleodemas. 1 
was onee as greatan Infidel in theſe 
things as you are now, and ſaw,no 
reaſon to believe them; yet when] 
| beheld the Barbarian ſtranger fly, 
(who as they report came from the 
North) I was convinced intoa belief 
againſt my. inclination. For what 
ſhould I do. when I ſaw him carried 
in the Air, walking upon the water, 
and in. a_ flow and. letſurely mation 
paſs through the fare? But did you, 
{aid I, ſee a Nothern. man fly; os 
walk, upon the water? Moſt cer- 
tainly, replyed he, ſhod with pumps, 
ater the manner of his Country. - I 
| M forbear 
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forbear to ſpeak of his fmaller per- 
formances, his infafion of Love. ex- 


lionof Devils, railing of the dead | 


ong buried, publick preſentment of 
Hecate,and drawing down the Moon 
from Heaven. TI will only report to 
you what Ifaw him do for Glauczas, 
the Son of Araxircles. 'Glancias no 
fooner began'to inherit his dead fa- 
thers eſtate, but he fell in love with 
Chryſis, Demenetus daughter. I was 
Tutor to his ſtudies. Who, had not 
love diverted him, had by this time 
learnt all the Peripatetick Sciences, 
fince being but eighteen years old 
he had already gone over the Ana- 
Nicks, and paſt through Ariſtotles 

ylicksto the end. Thus perplext 
with love, he revealed himſelf to 
me; who being his Tutor, as it be- 
cameme, brought this Nothern Ma-/ 
gician to him, hired for four Crowns 
m hand (which were to buy things 
for the ſacrifice) and ſixteen more 
when Glautias enjoy 'd Chriffs. He 
obſerving 
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father, 


gave licenſe 40 dys 


| &ortly. afterſþe came ang kggcktat 
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obſerving. ot uy wo ns < 
proper tane for ; 
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gall £6 p35 Pas ehs- 
Ta  belors- 
'The old (man; ſt And gaged 
at: his Sans love; but, 4n-cpncluniK 
atjotian. I 
he raiſed up: Hgg ate, whe bro 
Cerberus with;her. Iheabe 
down the Moga,avarlgus 
pn ym > Ah as 
changes, Far fit the relgmbled 
If CUntRHaniceecR. WEnan af: 
3385 - txensfargte. 1040 gies oo 
Gow. Shenjntgadreledag. ANT 
this,falhiaving ahittle Cup Clay, 
; he. andFetch Clvy4,hrnee 
The Clay. preſensly flew. away and 


the door, ;and at her Oh range 
embraced. Glqacias, (how; lev 
diftratedly#ngmour'd, 
_ bin alt heardghe "Cocks 
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crow. 'Fhen-the Moon flew to'Hea- 
ven, Heetre fink i intothe'earth, the 

pparifions vaniſhti/ahd we about 


day break-[# Chryſydepart. Had 
you” Ren this, © Thehiades , you 


would SHlgh Aiſtev( the force of 


chars: Youfty"well;faid LT would 
indeed '(Gelieve this, Had] ſeen it-: 
Biit'am Porter tbe: pardon'd; if 
= firet viſſons 'I-b&\rit as-uick- 
ted'adyoh. As for: the Chryſ2, 
ho r ſpeak of ' Tknow" Her' to be an 


eafie ariorous —_ Nor dolp 
—_ need why saJhould 1m- 
—_—_— Frabatldlotir to ba 


trotble 7 Mapician*'from the 
North, af the Moor; forthe affeti- 
di of © one: whom tbr werty drams 
_ we ah vs the vr 1 
-pole, 'BYRg7># w [fo read? 
prepared E rfi6et” Your? ROY 
ons : Photgh the be: ithus —_— 
your apparitions." For" they (as 
Teport)ar the ſound of Brals, or boa, 
vattiſh * Bltſhe no ſouner hears Sil- 
ver, 


\ 
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Loician's' Dialogue. 191, 
ver, bub ſheruns tothe; ſounds: Be-* 
ſides I cannot. but! wonder at the 
Magician;'thatbeing able to inforce 
love towatds himfelf inthe: women 
of greateſt wealth, 'and:; thereby, 


- draw. whole talents from:them, ihe! 


ſhould for the inconfiderable price. 
of four Crowns procure” afteiorr 
for Glancias. ' *'Tisfolly ini you, laid. 
Tor, to believe nothing; I wonld 
fain ask - you, what you. think'of 
them who have deliverd-Demoni- 
acks fromtheir poſſeftions;and have 
evidently charm'd forththeir 'De- 
vils. I need not tell you how ma- 
ny the Syriax, who came from 'Pa- 
leſtine, a man skill'd in ſuch: Arts, 
hath reſtored after they have falln 
down Lunatick, ſtared with thew 
eyes, and foamed at mouth,and hath 
ſent them-away: cured, and;xeleaſt 
them, for great ſums, .of their di 
ſtempers. For ſtanding by them. ay 
they lie, he asks theevil ſpirit from 


whence he entred into the :body. 
M 3 The 
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Fhe pofleſhi perſon, mean} time, 1s 
ſpeschlefs, ' and the-Devil replying 
In Greek 4) of: fome-barbarqus Lan- 


zow heentred the man; wher 
he by'ad 
offered 'to: difobey;, caſts. him'out. 
F ſaw aDevil lt out black, and 
of the-eotour' of Soot. ' No mar- 
vaile To),, faid L; thatyoufaw ſuch 
viſions Plato the fathor:of your ſect 
hath taught you to ſee: devs, a 
fpeRatleroorefined, and fabtile, for 
our dull ſenſe. Many others, as well 
as you; +, faid Excrater , have met 
with Devils, 'fome by night, others 
by day3I have,not once, but athou- 
fand times ſeenfuch 8p9@rumts ; and 
was arfirſt fiighted with them; but 
cuſtomne bath at length: made them 
not ſtrabge, or unfamiliar;; uo qomnt 
tyfirive' 4n Arabian gaveme a rin 
tade of the Irotitaken froma croſs 
and - tau bb me an ambiguous, di- 
verſe [ec charm, unleſs you refuſe 


to 


6, tells from whence he-ws, and 
h and threats. /1 wh | 
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to give credit to meallo Tychiades- 
How canTI chooſe, faid I, but believe 
Eucrates, the ſon of Dino, eſpecially 
being ſo wiſe a man, and having the 
freedom to ſpeak what you peaks 
with authority in your own houſe? 
Hear ſome paſſages of a ſtatute of 
mine, then ſaid Excrates , which 
nightly appears to all my family, 
both men and maids, who can wit- 
neſs ſo much to you, as well as I. Of 
which of your. Statues, ſaid I? Did 
you not obſerve at your entrance, 
ſaid he, a fairStatue ſtanding in my 
Hall, the work of Demetrixs , the 
Statuarie, Doyou mean the Quo1- 
ter, ſaid I, who ſtands wryed in a 
Geſture ready to deliver, with his 
uoit hand reverſt, and one knee 
bent, as if he meant to vary poſture, 
and riſe with his throw 2 Not him, 
ſaid he3 the Quoiter you ſpeak of 
is one of A4yrons pieces. Nor da I 
mean the fair Statue next to him, 
filletted about the head witha bend; 
M 4 which 
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which 1s a piece of Polycletws's. You 
are alſo to paſs over thoſe which 
ſtand on theright hand as you enter; 
_—__ whom are the Tyrant flayers, 
carved by Critias Neſiota. Did you 


not mark the ſtatue by the convey- 


ance of water, with the big belly, 
| bald, halfnaked, part of the hairs of 
his beard pluckt off, of huge ſinews, 
and every way reſembling a man ? 
T mean Pelichas, he who 1s lo like a 
Corinthian Captain. I ſaw ſach a 
one, faidI, onthe right hand of $a- 
turn, having a wither'd wreath, and 
fillet on his head, and guilt plates on 
his breaſt; T, ſaid Ercrates, cauſed 
them to be gyilt, after he had in 
three dayes cured me of a deſperate 
feaver. Was the famous Pelichws, 
then, a Phyſitian, ſaid I 2 He isnow, 
and take heed how you ſcoffat him, 
faid Excrates; leaft he ſhortly take 
revenge of you. I know the power 
af the Statute you laugh atz, do you 
think hecannoray well inflict a fea- 

ver, 


\ 
c 
LC 
I 
; 
- 
| 
| 


Y 


Lucian's Dzalogue. 175 
ver, as expell one? Be (o powerful a 
Statue, propitious, and merciful to 
me, ſaid I: pray, what elſe have 
your family ſeen him do ? As ſoon 
as1t begins to be night, ſaid he, de- 
ſcending from his Pedeſtal, he walks 
round the houſe ; all my ſervants 
have often met him ſinging : he 
hurts none thatgive him way, but 
paſſeth by them without diſtur- 
bance; he waſheth himſelt much, 
and playes all night, as we gueſs by 
thenoiſe of the water. Conſider, 
ſaid I, whether your Statue be Pe- 
lichxs, or Talys the Cretan , who 
lived with Minos , whole brazen 
Statue was Centinel and guardian 
ofthe Country. Were he not made 
of Copper, but wood, I ſhould pro- 
bably think he were not the work- 
manſhip of Demetrizs, but one of 
Dedalus motions. For you ſav, he 
frequently walks from his Baſis. Be- 
ware, Tzckiades, ſaid he, you be not 
hereafter forry for your flouts. I 
could 


176 . Lucians Dialogue. 

could tell you what he faffer'd. who 
ſtole the farthings, which we every 
New Moon offer to him. The pu- 
niſhment of ſuch a ſacriledge muſt 
needs be direful, ſaid Tor. Pray what 
was it Excrates? I delire to hear, 
how incredulous ſoever Tychyades 
be. Many farthings, faid he, lay at 
his feet, and ſome other Silver coyns 
were faſtened with wax to his knees, 


Beſides diverſe Silver Plates, offer'd 


to him by the devotion and grati- 
tude of thoſe whom he had recover- 
ed from feavers. A ſervantof mine, 
a Lybian, one of my Grooms, per- 
ceiving the Statue one night abſent, 
adventured to ſteal his Oblations. 
Obſerve how Pelichas, finding him- 
. ſelfat hisreturn robbed, revenged 
himſelf, and bewrayed the Thief : 
Who all night walkt up and down 
the Hall ina Circle, unable, like one 
faln into a Labyrinth to get out; 
till next morning he was apprehend- 
ed with his ſtealths about him, and 


pro- 


%. 


015 oOoOCGoCo ta Yww<u«u fTaaSwmawl 


F 


'  Lucian's Dialogue. _— 


oportionably whipt. Nor did he 
we long after, but dyed mitferably, 
beaten every night, as he ſaid, and 
confirm'd it with the marks ſeen in 
his body next day. Now, if pleaſe 
you Tychiades, ſaid Exucrates, laugh 
at Pelichxs, and me, for aDoter of 
Mino's time, Certainly Eucrates, 
laid I, as long as Braſs is Braſs, and 
your ſtatue but the creature of De- 
metrins, the Alopecian, who carved 
not Gods, but men, I ſhall not fear 
the itnage of your Pe/ichas, nor much 


_ care for the threats of the original, 


were he alive. Here Antigonxs, the 
Phyſfitian, ſeconding him ſaid, I, Ex- 
crates , -have allo a brazen Hippo- 
crates, about a cubit long,” which, as 
ſoon'as-the Candles are put out, 
walks: circularly through all the 
houſe, making anoiſe, overturning 


boxes, compounding medicines, and 


flinging open doors; eſpecially if we 
ortutto pay him. his yearly ſacrifice. 


- Doth Hzppocrates the Phylitian,then 


require 
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require to be facuificed to,faid T,and 
take it 11] if he be not feaſted' with 
Oblatrons at his ſet times > Methiniks 
twere honour enough to pour wine 
to him, or crown 'him with Gar- 
 Jands: Hear another paſlage, ſaid 
Pxcrates which I with many other 
witneſſes ſaw about five years paſt. 
One harveſt time, having diſpatcht 
my reapers about noon into the 
field, Tfolitarily retired my ſelf into 
a wood, to weigh andiconſlider of 
Omethings. Where, at my firſt en- 
trance, I heard the howling of dogs, 
which I 1magined to be my Son AMun- 
ſon, going then abroad, as his man- 
ner 1, with his Companions to ſport 
themſelves, and hunt. But 'twas o- 
therwiſe: for preſently after follow- 
ed an Earthquake, and a hideous 
bellowing like thunder. ' After this I 
ſaw a womancoming towards me of 
horrible aſpect; and near half a fur- 
long tall, having in her left hand a 
Torch, in herright a Sword,/at leaſt 
twenty 
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twenty cubits long. : She had down- 
ward feet like a Serpent, upwardsin 
the horrour of her countenance. and 
viſage; ſhe 'reſembled a Gorgon 
having Snakes for hair, which partly 
twind about her neck, others hung 
looſe on her ſhoulders. See,my.good 
friends, faid Eucrates, 'how: I yet 
tremble to tell the ſtory ; and with- 
all ſhow'd us the hairs on his armes 
ſtiff; and erected. with fear. Torrycall 
the while and Dinomachas and Clea- 
demx;ancient men,gave himferious 
attention, -asif drawn by. the noſe, 
and expreſt. a filent adoration'of 
the incredible Coloffww-halt-turlong- 
womah,:Gyantilike Hobgoblin.:But 
Iconfider'd with my: ſelf, that. fuch 
wen as'they, who-read wifdome:to 
youngſchollars, and were” generally 
.admired, differ'd only:from children 
-m-their gray hairsand long beards, 
.and were tt allthings elſe moreeaſte 
to/bedeceived thenthey. Here Di- 
.nomachys put in, and (aud, pray tell 


me - 
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me, Eicrates, of what fire and. big- 
ne were her hounds? Biggerithea 
Eedizu Elephants, replyed he, 'and 
alike black, them skin as rough, 
fqalid and fowl. [; when I ſaw them, 
ſhoad fall, and withall tumn'd the 
ſal of the ring which the 4rabzex 
gave meto the infide of my finger, 
Whereupon Hecate  firikmg. the 
ground with her ſerpentine feet, 
made a greas deft, which reacht: t0 
Hetl,into whickthe ſunkby degrees. 
Ta{lumang courage; andtakinghold 
ofa neighbourmg;tree, leaſt: afto- 
niſht with the: darkneſs 1. —_— 
chance to fallinheadlon ws, 
ani faw alltlie things of Hell; pr 
Granger cobiry Cerberst, 
and ;fomcafwhich ;Lknow, 
eſpecially myfathet,whiorn Haw in 
thevery garments we buried” him. 
Pray', Exorates ſaid Tor, whot:1did 
theſouls departed do? What fhankd 
they do, an{wer'd he, butxonvarte 
in companies 'and ſocieties wo 
their 
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their friends, and Allies, m the Daf- 
fodil mead ? Henceforth, then ſaid 
Ton, let the followers of Epicurws 
urge arguments againſt Plato , and 
his diſcourſes of the ſoul. But dil 
you not ſee Socrates and Platoamon 
the dead? Socrates,replyed he, I ſaw, 
but not more clearly then to guelſle 
at him by his baldneſs and ſtrutting 
belly. Plato T knew not, nor 1s'ttir 
I ſpeak more then truth to my 
friends. Afﬀeer I hadtaken an exact 
and univerſal ſurvey of things, the 
vault clofed, and- ſome of my fer- 
vants, of whichi'my man Pyrrbias 
here'was one camethither to ſeek 
me before *twas quite ſhut. Speak 
Pyrrhias , do Ifay trace? Moſt true, 
by Jzprter, Sir, ſaid the fellow, for 
I my felf heard the barking of the 
dogs through the Cave, and ſaw 
the flaſhes ofthe Torch. HereT ſmi- 


led to hear the howling, and flames 


put inby the witneſs. You have ſeen 
nothing ftrange, ſaid Cirodtemys, => 
what 
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what hath not been ſeen by others- 
For I, in my ficknels, not long lince, 
ſaw the like apparition. At which 
time Antizonys here vilited. me, and 
gave me ſevendayes Phylick tor a 
Feaver, more hot and violent then 
fire. One day all left the room, ſhut 
the door, .and ſtay'd without, by 
your preſcription, Amntigonws 5 if 
perchance ſolitarineſs might entice 
meinto aſlumber. But], lying a- 
wake, ſaw a goodly youth approach 
me, cloathed tn white; whoafter he 
had raiſed me, lead me through ſuch 
another cleft down to Hell; as I pre- 
ſently perceived , when I beheld 

Tantalus, Tytizs and Siſyphus. What 
nced Irepart toyouthe reſt? Brief- 
1y,'I-was brought to a Tribunal, 
where were preſent Zaczs, Charom, 
the Deſtinies and Furtes. Where alſo 

.one ſate-as King; who ſeemed to be 

Pluto, by his: reading .of, a Cata- 
Jogue of their names who, were #0 
dye, and had already out-lived their 

Iimi- 


Wor Sf > wk a a am_ jc 4 aa «= .o oo coco... 


IH 


Y of 


oO. IO. vo FR WF WY Www Yv 


5 WP -=S v0 WW Ww Vw 


Lucian's Dialogue. 153 
limited time; The ' young man 
brought me, and preſented me to 
him. But P/xto much diſpleaſed, 
ſaid to him, his thread js not yet. 
quite ſpun, let hini therefore depart 
again. And fetch Demylus the;Bra- 
fier, who hath exceeded his diſtaff. 
Whereupon  joyfully. xerurned, re- 
leaſt of my feaver, and told all my 
neighbours, that Demy/#s was ſhort-" 


lytodye. Who thenallolay ſick, 


as 'twas reported, And ſhortly atter 
we heard the cryes of them that Ia-; 
mented his death. What miracle- 1s: 
this 2 Said Amntigonw. I knew one, 
who after he had been buried twen- 
ty dayes, roſe again: For I gave him 
Phyſick before his death, and after 
his reſurrection, Methinks , ſaid I, 
in twenty dayes his body thould pu- 
trifie or periſh with famine. Unlets 
you adminiſtred to an Epimenides, 
As we thusdiſcourſt, came 110 Excra- 
tes Sons from exerciſe, One a grown: 
youth, the other about the age of 
N teen, 
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fifteen; Who having ſaluted us, fat 
down-upon the bed by their father; 
and a chair was brought for me. 
Here Excrates taking freſh hint from 
the preſence 'of his Sons, ſaid, ſo 
may I have comfort of theſe two, 
(and laid his hands on them) as that 
which I ſhall now tell you Tychiades 
is true.” *Tis well known how dear- 
ly'T lov'd my wife, the mother of 
theſe, of happy- memory ; which I 
expreſt both in my carriage to her 
while ſhe lived, and afterher death : 
Bor I burnt with her, her whole 
wardrobe,and the garments ſhe moſt 
delighted in when ſhe lived. The 
ſeventh day after her funeral, I lay 
in this bed, as I do now, having a- 
bated my ſorrow. And filently read- 
ing to my ſelf Plato's little tract of 
the ſoul, Demexeteentred, and fate 
down by me, ' as Encratides (point- 
ing to his younger Son) doth now. 

E = childiſhly trembled, and 
waxt pale at the-tiarration. T, pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded Excrates., as ſoon as I beheld 
her, imbraced her & ſobbingly ſhed 
tears.She permitted me not to weep, 
but blamed me, that after all my ©- 
ther expreſſions of affettion to her, I 
had not burnt one of her guilt pan- 
tofles, which, the ſaid, was fallen 
down behind a cheſt; which we not 
finding, caſt only the other into the 
funeral pile. As we thus talkt, an 


unhappy dog which I loved, lying 


upon the bed barkt, at which ſoun 

ſhe vaniſht. Afterwards we found 
the ſlipper under the, Cheſt, and 
burnt 1t, Can you ſtill doubt Tychi- 
ades,oftruthsſo maniteſt, and every 
day apparent? By Jove, {aid I, they 
deſerve to be clapt witha guilt San- 
dal, like children, who do not be= 
heve-you,' or 1impudently queſtion 
the trath. © Here Arignotvs, the P;- 
thagorean,cntred,a man of long hair, 
and venerable aſpect. You know 
he is famons for his wifdom, and 


$Srnamed the Sacred. Þ] was fome- 
N 2 thing 


by 
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thing relieved with his ſight, and 
according to the Proverb,though 1 
had now got an Axe againlt lies. 
For certainly, ſaid I to my ſelf, this 
wiſe man will ſtop their mouthes 
from reporting any more ſuch pro- 
digies. In a word, I thought for- 
tune had unexpectedly ſent ſome 
God to my ſuccour.He ſitting down 
in a place which Cleodemws religned 
to him, firſt enquired of Ewucrates 
his diſeaſe, and being informed how 
he did, askt us what, we diſcourlſt of; 
for asI entred, ſaid he, methought I 
heard you bufied in an excellent 
ſubject. We were perlwading this 
man of Adamant, ſaid Ewcrates, 
pomncing at me,to believe therewere 

evils. And that the ſhades and 
fouls of men departed, did wander 
npand down the earth, and appear 
to whom they pleaſed. I could not 
chooſe but bluſh, and fix my look to 
the ground, out of revererſe to 4- 


rignotys, Perchance Excrates, ſaid 
he 
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he, Tychiades holds that their Souls 
only-do walk who dyed violently, 
namely {ach as were ſ{trangled,be- 
headed, crucihed, or the like; and 
that thoſe who dye naturally walk 
not. If this be his opinion, he isnot 
to be blamed. No ſuch matter, re- 


 plyed Dinomachws, he neither holds 


that there are ſuch things , or that 
they wereever ſeen. How fay you 
Sir, ſaid Arignotxs, looking frown- 
ingly upon me,do you deny ſuch ap- 
paritions as are viſtble toall? You 
mult pardon my infidelity, faid I, 
who never (aw any. If I had, I 
ſhould believe as you do. If ever 
you goto Corizth, ſaid he, ask for 
the houſe of Exbatides, and when 
'tis ſhown you, by the Cranenm, en- 
ter, and tell T:b;#s the Porter, you 
deſire to ſee the place from whence 
Arignotws the Pythagorean conjured 
away the Devil, and rendred the 
houſe habitable. May we requelt 


the whole ſtory ? Replyed Excrates. 
N 3 The 
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The houſe, faid he, being haunted, 


was of along time undwelt jn., If | 


any did adventure to inhabit it,they 
were ſcared, and ' perſecuted away 
by a horrid and diſmal Apparition; 
ſo that it began to fall to ruine, and 
the roof todrop; nor had any man 
the courage to euter into it. When 
T heard hereof, carrying with me 
certain Zgyptian Books (of which I 
have ſtoreupon ſuch Arguments) I 
went to the houſe about the firſt 
{leep, much diſlwaded, and almoſt 
violently reſtrained by mine Hoſt, 
after he knew whither I meat to goz 
verily ſappoling I went to my de- 
{truction. Notwithſtanding, I taking 
a Taper with me entred the houſe 
alone, and placing the link in the 
great hall, and my ſelf onthe floor, 
read (ilently tomy ſelf. In comesthe 
Devil, thinking he was to deal with 
ſome vulgar fellow, and hoping to 
fright me like others, A rough, ſhag- 
gy fiend, and blacker then darkneſs 
it 


a as 1 ww 


it ſelf. Athisfirſt a ce he try- 
ed, by making an orbicular e, 
to vanquiſh me, and ſometimes 
turn'd himſelf into a dog, then into 
a Bull, laſtly intoa Lyon. But I hay- 
inga direful Spell in readine6,which 
I pronounced in the ' Agyprick 
yen, charm'd him back mito a 
dark corner of the houſe. And hav- 
ing well obſervep the place where 
he ſunk, I left ſpeaking. In the 
morning, after every bodies deſpair. 
who thought to find me {lain, like 
others, IT, againſt the expectation, 
came forth and went to Exbatides ; 
And told him the glad' news, that 
he might ſafely inhabit his houſe, 
which was now purged and freed 
from Devils. Withall taking him, 
and many others (who followed out 
of curioſity) along with me to the 
place where Ifaw the fiend vaniſh, 
I commanded-it to be digged, with 
pickaxes and ſpades. We had not 


digged above a yard dcep, but we 
N 4 found 
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found: a dead man, conſumed, and 
nothing. left. 'to repreſent him' but 
the. Sceleton, - which we took up 
and buried. And from that time the 
houſe ceaſed to be moleſted with 
viſions. When Arierotus had finiſht 
his narration, being a man of pro- 
digious wiſdame, and generally re- 
verenced, there were not any of the 
company whodid not condemn me 
of ſtupidity for being incredulous. 
Nevertheleſs, I neither daunted 


with his beard, nor their opinion of 


him, faid, can ſuch a man as yau, 
Arienotws, from whom alone I ho- 
ped to hear the truth , be fraught 
alſo with fames and phantaſmes ? 
you have verified the Proverb, I 
have found coales for treaſure. Tt, 
taid, Arignetas, you neither believe 
me, nor Dinomachas, nor Cleodemms. 
nor Excrates,whom can you produce 
mors. Authentick-to diſprove us? A 
man much admyred, ſaid I, Democri- 
txs the Abit. Who wes fo {ma]- 


ly 


| 
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ly perſwaded of ſuch fiftions, that 
ſhutting himſelf up in a monument 
without the Citv, he there lived, 
wrote, & compoſed nights and days. 
And when certain boys, deſirous to 
ſcare and fright him, arrayed them- 
ſelves likeGhoſts in black Garments, 
and wearing counterfeit vizards on 
their heads, ſurrounded him, and 
frequently skipt about him, he net- 
ther feared their dilguiſes, nor at all 
regarded them, but wtote on, & bid 
them ceaſe to play the fools. So firm- 
ly did he believe, that ſouls were no- 
thing after their departure from the 
body. Certainly, replyed Excrates, 
Democritus was the veryer fool to 
think ſo I will therefore rerort one 
ſtory more, in which I my (elt was an 
Actor, and took it not upupon rela- ' 
tion. Perchance when you hear it, 
Tychiades, the truth of the narration 
will convince you, When I lived in 
Zoypt, yeta boy, ſent thirher by my 
father, to learn their Arts. I had a 
defire 
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defire to fail to Coptws, and' from 
thence to hear the famous Menrmorr 
ſound at the riſing ofthe Sun. Whom 
I heard, not as others ordinarily do, 
yield an unſfignificant ſound 3; - but 
Memnon himſelf utter'd Oracles to 
me, and open'd his moth in ſeven 
verſes. Which, but that I ſhonld dj- 
greſs, I would repeat to you. As we 
were at Sea,there ſayled in company 
with usa certain holy Prieſt of 4emr- 
F, admired forhis wiſdome, and 
$kill'd inall the learning of the Zgy- 
tjians, He was ſaid to have lived 320 | 
years in a Cave under ground, and 
there to have learnt Magick of Iſs. 
You mean my Tutor Pancrates, re- 
plyed Arignotxs,. he isa rehigious 
man, ſhaven, goes in linnen, ts very 
learned, ſpeaks Greek purely, istal] 
of ſtature, hath a bow noſe, tull lips, 
and ſmall legs. The very ſame an- 
ſwer'd Excrates. At firſt T knew not 
who he was. But wheh I ſaw him, 
after our arrival in the Port, among 
many 
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many other miracles which he 
wrought, ride upon Crocodiles, ap- 
proach ſuch cruel beaſts, and they to 
reverence him, and wag their tayls, 
I gueſſed him to be ſome ſacred per- 
ſon 3 And by degrees rr aiadou! 
ſelf into his acquaintance and friend. 
ſhip. So that at length he revealed 
all his ſecrets and myſteries to me. 
Tobe ſhort, he perſwaded me to 
leave all my ſervants at Memphis, & 
to accompany him alone ; who pro- 
miſed we ſhould not want atten- 
dants. And from that time thus we 
lived. Whenwe cameinto an Inn, 
he taking the bolt of the door, or a 
broom or bar, and clothing it, ſpoke 
a charmtoit, andtoenable it to go, 
and inall things to reſemble a man. 
The thing going forth, would draw 
water, Ly" tk and dreſs our ſup- 
per, and diligently wait and attcnd 
upon us. After his buſineſs was done, 
he pronounced anothercharm, and 
tarn'd the broom into a broom again 
and 
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and the peſtle ihto a peſtle. This was 
an Art, which though- I laboured 
much, I could not learn of him. For 
this was a myſtery which he denyed 
me, though inall things elſe he were 
open. One day, hiding my felfma 
dark corner, I overheard his charm, 
which was but three ſyllables. He 
having appointed the bolt its buli- 
neſs, went into the market. Thenext 
day, he having ſome other imploy- 
ment in the market, I taking the pe- 
ſtle, and apparelling it, in like man- 
ner pronounced the ſyllable,and bid 
it fetch me ſome water. When it 
had. brought me a baſon full, *tis 
enough, ſaidI, fetch no more, but be 
a peſtle again. But it was fo farfrom 
obeying me,thatit ceaſt not to fetch 
water till it had overflown the room. 
L much troubled at the accident, 
and fearing leaſt if Parcrates ſhould 
return (as he did) he would be much 
diſpleaſed, took an Axe and cut the 
oeltle intwo. Then bothparts 1a- 

| king 
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king ſeveral buckets fetcht water. 
And inſtead of one, -I had two fer- 
vants. In the mean. time Pancrates 
came in, and perceiving what had 
happen'd, transform'd.. them into 
wood again, as they were. before [ 
utter'd the ſpell. Shortly after he 4e- 
cretly left me, and vaniſhing went] 
know not whither. And can you now 
ſaid Dinomackns, make a man of a 
bolt? I have but one half of the Art 
replyed he, noraiw I abletoreturn 
him into his formerſhape : 1f there- 
fore , I once make: him a water- 
bearer, weſhall be'driven from the 
houſe! by.;a deluge. ;;Will you old 
men, faid I, never leave to ſpeak 
monſtrous fictions? 1t for no other 
reaſon, yet for theſe. young boyes 
ſakes, forbear your improbable and 
terrible narrations. till. ſome other 
time; leaſt they be inſenfibly filled 
with uncouth afirightments and fa- 
bles, Accuſtome them not to hear 


things which will make impreſſions; 


and 
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and trouble them all their life; make 
them ſtart at every ſound, and fill 
them with diverſeſuperſtitions. You 
do well, faid Excrates, to put me in 
mind of ſhperſtition. Pray what 


think you of Oracles, Tychiades, and 


Predictions and Prophefics, uttered 
by people inſpired, and heard from 
Curtains, or delivered in verſeby a 
Virgin, which foretells things to 
come 2 Cannot thefethings fall un- 
der your belieftneither ? I forbear to 
tell you that'T have a ſacred ring 
whoſe ſeal bearsthe image of Apo//o, 
and that the God himſelf frequently 
talks with mezlcaſt you ſhould think 
I fain this of my felf , out of arto- 
gance, I will only tel] you what aw 
and heard from Amphilochws at Mal- 
lzs, who entertained mewith a long 
diſcourſe, and conſulted the Oracle 
concerning my affairs. Next I will 
report to you what I ſaw at Perga- 
Mw&-,and heard at Patara.'' When] 
aifd homeward from Zgypt, bein 
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inform'd that there wasan open, in-. 
fallible Oracle at. Ma/xs, which ver- 
batim gave clear anſwers to every 
mans inquiries, written in a note, 
and deliver'd to his Prieſt, I thought 
[IT ſhould dowell,as Ifayl'd by, tory: 
the Oracle, & conſult the God con-" 
cerning my future fortunes. I by this 
entrance perceiving. that Excrates 
| | was likely to lengthen his ſtory, and 
| | thathe had begun no very compen- 
dious diſcourſe of Oracles, and not 
holding it fit to contradict them lon- 
ger, leaving him ſailing from Ze ypt 
to Mallys (for I faw them diſcon- 
tented with my preſence, as an op- 
on of their fictions) I will take my 
eave, faidI, and goteck Leontichs; 
For I have urgent occalion to meet 
with him. You, who think humane 
flages not ſufficient, have theli- 

y tocall the Gods into your fa- 
bulons diſcourſes. And having fo 
ſaid, I departed. They, glad of their: 
freedom, in likelihood entertained: 
and feaſted themſclves with 'impo-- 


by 
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ſtures. I, cloy'd with what: I heard, 
am come to you Ph:locles, juſt like” } 
thoſe who having drunk new wine, 
and ſwoln their belly, have need to 
vomit: I would -giveany money for, 
a potion .of* oblivion to: make me 
forget, and to waſh away the miſ- 
| chievous remembrance of -what [. 
heard. Who ſtill, methinks, ſee mon- 
ſters, Devils, and Hecates. | 
Philocles. TI alfo, ſuffer'd in your 
- relations, Tychiades, For they ſay, 
that they not only grow diſtracted, 
and fear the water,who are bitten by 
mad dogs, but if the manbitten bite 
another, 'tis equal to the bite of a 
dog, and begets the like diſtemper:; 
ſo you having beenbitten by Excra- 
tes fictions, have bitten me alſo, and 
filled my fancy with Devils. 
Txchiades. However let ustake 
courage, ſince we have anexcellent- 
Antidote to cureus, truth, and right 
reaſon: Whichif we make our rule, 
{+  Weſhall be troubled with no ſuch 
S. empty and vain falſbpods. 
FINDS. 
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